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DISCLAIMER
CRISP Nursery Inc. does not hold itself responsible for statements 
made or opinions expressed in CRISP News. They may not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the organisation but are merely printed to share 
information with those who are interested in the conservation of our 
local flora and related environmental concerns.

Volunteers
Most of the work at CRISP is carried out 
by volunteers. These are people from within 
the community who give their time to 
help provide a large range of indigenous 
plants for the Maroondah region.  If you 
care about your local environment and 
would like to help out at the nursery,  join 
the friendly team. No experience needed. 
Learn the difference between our local 
native plants, learn to propagate and pot up 
the many seedlings.

Check out the full colour 
version of the CRISP News 

on-line
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Eucalyptus viminalis (Manna Gum/Ribbon Gum) 

photo by Ruth Jackson

Cover photo credits

Report from the nursery

This	year	started	off	at	a	great	pace	with	the	final	
preparations	for	the	Botanical	Illustration	Exhibition	
at	the	fore.	Meanwhile	all	the	regular	summer	work	
of	potting	up	and	preparing	plants	for	sale	and	
packing	into	orders	continued.

We	are	now	ready	and	waiting	for	enough	
rain	to	fall	and	then	the	planting	season	can	
begin.	The	nursery	is	full	of	the	thousands	of	
plants	that	our	volunteers	have	been	preparing.	
Many	of	these	plants	are	destined	for	our	local	
community	spaces.	The	council	plants	thousands	
of	CRISP	tubestock	over	late	autumn	and	winter	
in	Maroondah’s	bushland	and	park	areas.	These	
plantings	are	supported	by	the	numerous	Friends	
Groups	and	individuals	that	are	working	to	improve	
their	local	landscapes.	The	council	are	very	
supportive	of	these	works	and	encourage	residents	
to	work	with	them	to	improve	local	reserves.

Our	‘Monday	Mornings	in	the	Reserves’	activities	
are	a	great	opportunity	for	people	to	join	in	and	
gain	knowledge	about	restoring	native	vegetation.	
We	work	in	a	variety	of	reserves	throughout	the	
year	and	discuss	the	purpose	of	the	reserve	and	
the	threats	they	face	and	opportunities	they	
provide.	These	outings	have	continued	fortnightly	
since	October	2013.	Over	that	time	it	has	been	
very	rewarding	to	explore	many	of	our	community	

Stephanie	Dean	&	Annette	O’Sullivan

spaces	that	add	to	our	wildlife	corridors.	Most	of	
our	plantings	have	flourished,	and	birds	have	taken	
up	residence.	It	takes	many	years	for	plantings	to	
mature	into	ecosystems	and	as	we	re	visit	these	
sites	it	is	interesting	to	watch	as	they	change	over	
time.

The	nursery	Sales	Area	is	well	stocked	with	a	great	
variety	of	species	that	can	be	planted	in	your	home	
garden	to	add	to	the	stepping	stones	that	wildlife	
use	to	move	through	the	environment.	Our	new	
booklet	‘Wildlife	Gardens	-	Maroondah’	is	almost	
ready	for	printing	and	will	provide	much	inspiration	
for	your	garden.	Many	thanks	to	everyone	who	has	
had	a	role	in	bringing	this	booklet	into	being.

We	look	forward	to	seeing	many	of	our	members	
over	the	coming	months	as	you	join	in	planting	
projects	that	help	to	maintain	some	of	our	local	
species	which	supports	Maroondah	ecosystems	
long	term.
Enjoy	the	planting	season.

Annette	&	Stephanie

For	information	about	what	is	happening	locally	
check	out	page	20	for	local	group	contact	details.	
Our	regular	emails	will	also	help	you	keep	up	to	
date	with	local	community	happenings.

A	Note	
from	the	Editor
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Ringwood VIC 3134
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See map on back page
We	hope	you	had	a	relaxing	Easter	break	and	
perhaps	managed	to	start	planning	or	even	
planting	some	new	plants	in	your	garden	during	
the	beautiful	autumn	weather.

I	noticed	in	the	news	lately	that	there	is	concern	
about	the	number	of	Correllas	in	the	suburbs	of	
Melbourne.	Perhaps	more	interesting	to	note	
was	that	in	their	eating	enthusiasm,	they	are	
demolishing	the	non-indigenous	plants.
Whilst	I	have	seen	the	odd	one	or	two	flying	
overhead	and	occasionally	stopping	in	the	
highest	eucalypt	branches,	they	don’t	stay	longer	
and	are	not	in	flocks	as	reported	in	the	news.	
Lets	hope	that	the	more	indigenous	plants	we	
plant,	the	more	we	keep	the	even	balance	of	
nature	and	don’t	allow	some	species	to	dominate	
others.

Thank	you	to	those	who	have	contributed	to	
the	newsletter	;	Judith	Pinney	for	her	report	on	
the	Birdlife	Australia	speaker	at	the	AGM,	Ruth	
McAuld	for	her	poem,	John	Cull	for	his	report	on	
the	Wieland	Reserve	Fun	Day,	Christine	and	Liz	
from	the	Myositis	society	and	Stephanie	Dean	for	
her	report	on	Ruth’s	exhibition.	Your	contributions	
help	make	this	magazine	of	interest	to	all	readers.	
Send	me	anything	you	would	like	to	include	in	
the	next	newsletter:crisp@melbpc.org.au

Included	in	the	newsletter	is	Stephanie’s	report	
of	the	wonderful	exhibition	of	Ruth	Jackson’s	
botanical	illustrations	that	was	held	earlier	this	
year.	It	was	a	tremendous	success	and	for	those	
of	you	who	managed	to	join	the	numbers	that	
turned	up	each	day	to	see	the	exhibit,	you	would	
have	been	impressed	with	the	incredible	detail.	
If	you	used	the	magnifying	glasses	provided,	
those	little	tiny	hairs	on	leaves	and	branches	were	
stunning.	There	are	now	many	more	illustrations	
available	for	sale	as	cards	and	prints	at	the	
nursery.

Enjoy	the	cooler	autumn	weather	and	may	your	
garden	provide	many	hours	of	peaceful	thoughts	
for	you.

Linda	Hibbs

Congratulations to Graeme Lorimer for being chosen 
as Maroondah City Council’s Citizen of the year at the 
Council’s Australia Day Celebrations, for his volunteer 
service with the Friends of Bungalook Conservation 
Reserves and the general environment community.
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Maroondah’s Bushland Treasures

event.	It	was	a	great	collaborative	team	effort	that	
enabled	Ruth’s	work	to	be	shown	in	a	beautiful	and	
memorable	exhibition.

Cards	and	prints	of	Ruth’s	illustrations	are	available	
from	the	nursery.

Graeme Lorimer with Ruth Jackson 
(The Kilsyth Spider orchid behind them)

by Stephanie Dean

The	recent	Maroondah	Bushland	Treasure’s	Exhibition	
was	a	great	success	from	the	time	it	opened	to	the	
day	the	last	visitor	passed	through	the	doors.	It	ran	for	
over	seven	weeks	from	January	the	17th	to	March	the	
9th	and	the	gallery	staff	reported	that	it	had	the	most	
attendance	of	any	exhibition	they	had	ever	held.	

The	exhibition	featured	over	90	original	watercolour	
illustrations	of	indigenous	species	found	in	the	
Maroondah	area.	The	opening	saw	over	80	people	
gathered	in	the	gallery	at	Maroondah	Federation	
Estate	to	share	this	major	event	where	the	intricate	
beauty	of	the	local	species	was	on	display.	

Many	people	were	seeing	for	the	first	time	the	work	
of	local	Botanical	Illustrator,	Ruth	Jackson	who	has	
spent	many	years	capturing	the	fungi,	wildflowers,	
shrubs,	trees,	birds	and	insects	in	exquisite	detail.	We	
provided	magnifying	glasses	for	people	to	use	in	the	
gallery	and	many	spent	a	lot	of	time	examining	the	
detailed	work	that	Ruth	has	produced.	Throughout	the	
exhibition	period	many	people	were	repeat	visitors.	
Often	after	seeing	the	exhibition	themselves,	they	
were	keen	to	return	with	family	and	friends.

The	support	of	nursery	volunteers,	Anne,	Judith,	
Louise,	Liz	and	Anatta	was	invaluable	during	the	
exhibition.	Their	presence	in	the	gallery,	explaining	to	
visitors	the	context	of	the	illustrations	and	selling	cards	
and	prints,	greatly	added	to	the	visitor	experience.	
The	environmental	information	workshops	that	were	
run	in	conjunction	with	the	exhibition	were	very	well	
attended	and	the	participants	were	treated	to	a	day	
full	of	interesting	information.	For	many	this	was	their	
first	introduction	to	the	specific	issues	facing	the	local	
flora	and	fauna.

We’d	like	to	than	Lucy	Murphy	for	creating	the	
promotional	flyer	and	posters	that	offered	a	wonderful	
enticement	to	see	the	artwork.	Many	thanks	also	to	
the	Gallery	Staff	for	their	support	of	all	aspects	of	the	

L-R: Mayor Lora Lamont, Graeme Lorimer, Ruth 
Jackson, Stephanie Dean and Annette O’Sulllivan

Close up section of Ruth’s illustration
of Indigofera Australis

All photos by Linda Hibbs

Photo: LHibbs “Graeme’s	opening	address	not	only	covered	all	of	Ruth’s	remarkable	talent	for	botanical	
illustrations	of	indigenous	plants	but	he	sensitively	explained	the	impact	of	Myositis	and	lack	
of	vision	on	Ruth’s	life.	He	gave	quite	a	detailed	description	of	the	Myositis	disease	and	it’s	
impact	on	function.	Attendees	were	invited	to	talk	with	Liz	and	myself	and	collect	our	Myositis	
brochures.	“(Christine	and	Liz	from	the	Myositis	society).

The Leunig cartoon Graeme used to describe Ruth’s vision
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The Unwanted Beauty

The Unwanted Beauty
By Ruth McAuld
(CRISP member)

A family bush walk
On a nature trail
A tiny and delicate purple flower
Tangled amongst grasses

Which plant does it come from?
I squat down to inspect
I recognise the leaves
A dainty triad
Like holly
Without the prickles
I’ve planted it in my home garden
A gift from CRISP nursery
No one wanted this one
Too tiny and fragile

A Twining Glycine
Climbing round and round
A grass stem
Neatly
Like stripes on a candy cane

This unwanted beauty
Thriving in nature
At Cathedral Ranges State Park

Spreading all over
Climbing and twining
Flaxes and grasses 
Provide structural support
Generously playing host 
Allowing the tendrils to reach up
Towards the sun

Prolific flowering
A subtle but stunning spectacle
Brightening up the Friends Nature Trail
On New Years Day - 2018

Wieland	Reserve		Fun	Day	
Sunday	18th	March

The	Wieland	Reserve,	Dresden	Avenue	Heathmont,		
hosted	a	gathering	of	local	people	on	Sunday	18th	
March.	This	event	was	to	acknowledge	the	publication	
of	the	Heathmont	History	Group’s	‘Wieland	Reserve’	
booklet	and	to	also	help	consolidate	the	beginnings	
of	a	Friends	group.	It	was	a	great	opportunity	for	
locals	to	meet	to	discuss	the	progress	on	the	reserve	
that	has	been	so	evident	over	the	past	few	months.	

Despite	the	windy	conditions,	in	attendance	were	
members	and	friends	of	the	Heathmont	History	group,	
CRISP	nursery,	First	Friends	of	Dandenong	Creek	and	
Barry	Plant	Real	Estate	Heathmont	and	Ringwood	
who	generously	supported	the	day.	Many	of	those	
who	visited	can	remember	the	reserve	in	its	previous	
condition	having	a	lot	of	overgrown	weeds	and	a	lack	
of	indigenous	vegetation.		

A	feature	of	the	day	was	some	face	painting	
incorporating	images	of	butterflies	created	by	local	
master	artist,Trevor	Weir.	These	were	well	received	by	
many	of	the	children	present,	and	was	a	highlight	for	
the	parents	and	grandparents	who	were	involved.	

The	work	of	Maroondah	Council	has	improved	the	
outcomes	of	the	reserve	and	establishing	a	Friends	
group	will	help	to	improve	the	reserve	even	more.		
There	were	a	number	of	people	in	attendance	from	
local	streets	and	even	many	who	had	visited	Wieland	
for	the	first	time.	

There	was	discussion	about	trying	to	include	water	
sensitive	features	especially	in	the	lower	section	of	the	
reserve	to	take	advantage	of	the	seasonal	water	flow.	

Wieland Reserve Fun Day
Report	by	John	Cull

This	will	help	to	provide	habitat	for	frogs	and	lizards	
and	improve	outcomes	for	butterflies	especially	as	we	
try	and	cope	with	climate	changes.	Wieland	Reserve	
is	a	small	pocket	reserve	but	so	very	important	for	the	
future	of	our	Heathmont	community.	It	is	a		fun	place	
for	kids	with	a	great	track,	logs	to	scramble	over,	a	
playground	with	swings	and	an	area	for	dog	walking.	
There	are	signs	that	some		of	our	indigenous	plants	
are	returning	in	areas	where	more	protection	is	being	
provided.	

Thank	you	so	much	to	the	Monday	in	the	Reserves	
weeding	team	from	CRISP	led	by	Stephanie	and	
Annette	and	with	visits	from	Dr	Graeme	Lorimer,	Ruth	
Jackson	and	members	of	the	Heathmont	History	
group	Gerry	Robinson	and	Trevor	Weir.	

Wieland	reserve	is	starting	to	reveal	its	true	worth	as	
a	local	reserve	and	the	amazing	resilience	of	many	
of	our	indigenous	plants.	Finding	some	grass	trees	
hidden	under	the	over-grown	Ivy	was	a	real	boost	to	
the	spirits.	Council	support	has	helped	along	the	way	
especially	the	support	from	Michael	who	has	done	a	
marvellous	job	looking	after	the	reserve.

If	you	want	to	find	out	more	about	Wieland	Reserve	
or	the	work	of	the	Heathmont	History	Group	then	
visit	the	‘Food,	Coffee,	Friends’	Cafe	in	Heathmont	at	
any	time	or	better	still	on	a	Wednesday	morning	for	a	
coffee	and	chat.	
John	Cull
Friends	of	Wieland	Reserve
Dresden	Avenue	Heathmont

Health 
and Safety 
Reminder

CRISP management is keen to ensure
that all volunteers remain safe while
working at the nursery. Volunteers 
are reminded to wear appropriate 

protective clothing, including
  closed toe shoes, 

   at all times.

CRISP WEBSITE
www.crispnursery.org.au

Maroondah Environment Yahoo network
MaroondahEnvironmentNetwork@yahoogroups.com
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http://www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/About-Council/Have-your-say/Consultations/Consultation/Maroondah-Vegetation-Review

Maroondah’s	vegetation	is	an	important	asset	for	our	community,	providing	many	environmental	and	cul-
tural	benefits,	and	greatly	adding	to	the	character	of	the	municipality.

We	are	conducting	a	review	that	will	tell	us	what	our	community	values	about	the	vegetation	in	Maroondah	
and	how	it	contributes	to	our	wellbeing.

This	long	term	project	will	look	at	all	facets	of	Maroondah’s	vegetation	and	guide	us	in	our	approach	to	
advocacy,	education	and	Council	policy.

At	this	stage	they	are	looking	for	input	from	community	members	about	issues	that	they	see	as	affecting	
vegetation	and	any	solutions	or	ideas	that	they	have	as	solutions.	

What	ideas	do	you	have	to	help	revitalise	Dandenong	
Creek?	We	would	love	to	hear	from	you,	your	friends,	
neighbours	and	community	with	ideas	for	future	works	
in	the	Enhancing	our	Dandenong	Creek	program.
 
On	World	Water	Day	we	launched	a	new	interactive	
online	mapping	tool	on,	where	anyone	can	provide	
suggestions	for	future	improvements	in	the	area.	
This	will	be	used	to	inform	what	type	of	works	we	
undertake	next	in	Enhancing	Our	Dandenong	Creek,	
commencing	in	the	second	half	of	this	year.
 
The	map	is	available	at:		https://melbournewater.
mysocialpinpoint.com/enhancing-our-dandenong-
creek#/
Simply	drag	and	drop	a	marker	to	the	highlighted	
area,	leave	a	comment	or	support	another	idea	listed.
 
You	can	also	sign	up	(follow)	at	the	YourSay	
page	to	get	updates	if	you	wish:	https://yoursay.
melbournewater.com.au/enhancing-our-dandenong-
creek
 
Many	thanks,

Sarah	Watkins	|	Senior	Planning	Engineer,	Services	
Solutions,	Water	Services	Planning	|	Melbourne	Water
|	T:	(03)	9679	7401	|	M:	0429	527	414	|	990	Latrobe	
Street,	Docklands	3008	|
|	PO	Box	4342	Melbourne	VIC	3001		|		
melbournewater.com.au

Map your ideas!
What ideas do you  
have to help revitalise Dandenong Creek?

Tell us how you feel about the works we’ve done so as part of the 
Enhancing our Dandenong Creek program and share your ideas on what 
you’d like to see in the future.

Instructions
Simply drag and drop a marker in the highlighted area, leave a comment or 
add a photo. 

• Drop as many markers as you like.
• You can also like, dislike or add comments to other people’s markers

and comments.

Your comments will shape the future design of works in the area. 
Check it out today:
https://melbournewater.mysocialpinpoint.com/enhancing-our-dandenong-
creek#/

The	map	is	available	at:		https://melbournewater.mysocialpinpoint.com/enhancing-our-dandenong-creek#/
 

Help revitalise Dandenong Creek

Have your say! Maroondah Vegetation Review

Eucalypts	are	something	we	all	identify	with.	If	we	
think	of	an	Australian	landscape,	we	usually	visualise	
a	gum	tree	in	the	scene.	These	iconic	trees	can	be	
found	all	over	Australia	except	for	the	highest	peaks	
of	the	Snowy	Mountains	and	rainforests.	All	but	
four	species	and	one	variety	are	native	to	Australia.	
Species	of	eucalypts,	however,	can	be	found	in	
New	Guinea,	the	Philippines,	Timor	and	on	some	
Indonesian	islands.

Fire	and	eucalypts	seem	to	have	become	an	
integral	part	of	the	Australian	environment.	Their	
survival	is	often	dependent	on	fires.	These	would	
naturally	have	been	from	lightening	strikes	and	
both	Indigenous	Australians	and	to	a	greater	extent	
early	Colonists	burnt	areas	of	forest	but	these	
have	now	become	part	of	the	Australian	summer	
scene.	The	bark	of	most	eucalypts	protects	the	
mature	trees	and	the	roots	are	safe	underground.	
After	fire,	you	will	often	see	trees	sprouting	all	the	
way	up	the	trunk.	These	are	called	epicormic	buds	
and	they	assist	in	ensuring	the	tree	survives.	The	
Mountain	Ash,	however,	do	not	have	insulating	bark	
and	so	do	not	rejuvenate	this	way.		They	rely	on	
seed	dispersal	(after	a	fire	the	seed	pods	dry	out	
and	burst,	dispersing	the	seeds	over	a	wider	area)	
and	as	a	result	of	fire	burning	dense	undergrowth,	
seedlings	are	able	to	grow.	1

One	of	the	iconic	gums	is	the	Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis (River	Red	Gum)	and	is	one	of	the	
most	widely	distributed,	only	absent	from	Tasmania	
and	some	south	coastal	areas	of	the	mainland.	
Other	iconic	gums	include	the	Eucalyptus Coolabah 
(Coolabah)	due	to	the	line	in	the	famous	song,	as	
well	as	Eucalyptus/Corymbia aparrerinja	(Ghost	
Gum)	as	seen	in	the	paintings	of	Albert	Namatjira.	

For	many,	a	‘flowering	gum’	has	become	
synonymous	with	a	eucalypt	that	has	profuse	red	
or	pink	flowers.	Corymbia ficifolia	(Red	Flowering	
gum),	however,	is	a	Western	Australian	tree.	All	
eucalypts	have	flowers	but	they	are	not	always	
easy	to	see	if	the	tree	is	tall.	Some	of	our	local	
indigenous	eucalypts	have	beautiful	foliage	and	
lovely	pale	lemon	flowers.

1	 Wrigley,	J	&	Fagg,	M		‘Eucalypts	-	A	Celebration’
	 (Allen	&	Unwin	2010)

The Eucalypt - an icon of Australia
by Linda Hibbs

When	planting	eucalyptus	trees	in	your	garden	it	is	
much	more	beneficial	to	the	local	birdlife	to	plant	
these	local	species.	

There	are	thirteen	distinct	habitat	types	in	
Maroondah,	and	many	of	these	are	identified	by	
the	specific	eucalypt	that	grows	there;	Manna	gum	
riparian	forest,	Swamp	gum	forest,	Silver-leafed	
stringybark	forest,	Messmate	subriparian	forest,	
Mixed	eucalypt	forest	of	silver-leafed	stringybark,	
Mixed	eucalypt	forest	of	messmate	stringybark	
Messmate	and	narrow-leafed	peppermint,	Yellow	
box	-	candlebark	forest,	Peppermint	and	bundy	
forest	and	the	Box-stringybark	woodland.2

Eucalyptus	trees	are	a	source	of	food	and	habitat	
for	local	wildlife.	For	example,	Eucalyptus viminalis 
(Manna	gum	or	Scribbly	gum)	has	smooth,	white	
to	cream	bark	and	this	exudes	a	sweet,	crumbly	
manna	(giving	the	tree	its	name)	after	leaves	have	
been	damaged	by	psyllid	insects	which	suck	the	
sap	from	the	leaves.	These	sweet	‘gummy’	modules	
were	relished	by	Indigenous	Australians.
It	is	also	an	important	food	source	for	Koalas	and	is	
a	source	of	nectar	and	pollen	for	sugar	gliders.	The	
honey	is	particularly	sweet.	
This	eucalyptus	can	reach	60	metres	(and	one	in	
Tasmania	has	been	recorded	as	88metres	high).	3

Perhaps	the	most	familar	eucalypts	in	Maroondah	
are	the	stringybarks.	These	include;
Eucalyptus globoides	(White	Stringybark),	
Eucalyptus macrorhyncha (Red	Stringybark)and	the	
Eucalyptus cephalocarpa	(Silver	Leaf	Stringybark).	
Other	Eucalypts	include;	Eucalyptus obliqua 
(Messmate),	Eucalyptus melliodora (Yellow	Box),	
Eucalyptus polyanthamos	(Red	Box),	Eucalyptus 
goniocalyx	(Long	Leafed	Box)	and	Eucalyptus 
radiata	(Narrow	Leaf	Peppermint).4 

2 Maroondah Council Indigenous Flora list
3 See reference 1
4 Bull,	Marilyn	‘Flora	of	Melbourne’	(4th	Edition)
	 A	Guide	to	the	Indigenous	Plants	of	the	Greater		 	
	 Melbourne	Area	(Hyland	House	Publishing	2014)
	 And	information	from	CRISP	nursery
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Eucalyptus cephalocarpa (Silver Stringbark)  
Clockwise from left: immature leaves, 
mature leaves, gumnuts (old and just budding),
flowers.

Designed by L.Hibbs for CRISP Nursery 
www.indahcreationspublications.com.au

Below: Eucalyptus macrorhyncha 
(Red Stringbark)  

Eucalyptus obliqua (Messmate)  

Eucalypts of Maroondah
photos by Ruth Jackson

A glimpse into some 
of the Eucalyptus 
species indigenous to 
Maroondah

All photos © Ruth Jackson. No photo can be used without prior permission from the photographer

© CRISP Nursery
17 Greenwood Ave 
Ringwood
www.crispnursery.org.au
crisp@melbpc.org.au

Eucalyptus globoidea (White Stringbark)  

Above: Eucalyptus melliodora (Yellow Box)  

Eucalyptus viminalis (Manna/Scribby Gum)  
Clockwise from left: leaves, flower, tree,
young gumnuts.

Eucalyptus globoidea (White Stringbark)  
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Janet	Hand	has	been	involved	with	BirdLife	
Australia	for	many	years	and	is	passionate	about	
getting	the	message	out	to	the	public	on	how	
to	create	habitats	in	our	local	environments	and	
especially	our	backyards	to	benefit	our	declining	
small	bird	species.

Her	talk	gave	guidelines	for	attracting	and	keeping	
birds	in	our	gardens.	This	included	more	than	
just	the	odd	birdbath	or	two.	She	recommended	
providing;	
	 •		a	place	for	birds	to	live	and	shelter		 	
			 				from	the	weather	and	predators
	 •		places	suitable	for	building	nests	eg.	trees		
	 				with	hollows	and	nest	building	materials		 	
			 				such	as	native	grasses,	spider	webs,	small		
	 				branches,	twigs	and	leaves
	 •		food	sources	for	nectar,	seed,	fruit	and		 	
				 				insect	eating	birds
	 •		a	clean	source	of	water	in	a	suitable		 	
				 				birdbath	or	containers	with	plants	close		 	
	 				by	offering	protection	for	small	birds	to		 	
	 				perch	and	observe	the	area	for	
	 				predators	especially	cats	and	the	larger		 	
	 				carnivore	birds	such	as	butcher	birds,	
	 				ravens,	currawongs	and	owls

A	garden	design	based	on	providing	a	dense	
thicket	of	shrubs	and	an	understory	below	tall	trees	
with	a	variety	of	indigenous	plants,	especially	ones	
with	prickly	foliage,	is	more	likely	to	attract	small	
birds.

Along	with	the	loss	of	habitat,	the	small	local	birds	
are	threatened	by	larger	predator	birds	such	as	the	
red	wattlebird,	noisy	miner,	bell	miner,	ravens	and	
currawongs	which	compete	for	food	such	as	insects,	
seeds,	nectar	and	fruit	and	will	sometimes	attack	
the	smaller	birds	to	kill	them	and	as	a	food	source.

Janet	presented	a	brief	list	of	the	various	birds	
that	are	attracted	to	the	various	plant	food	sources	
in	our	gardens.	For	example,	plants	that	provide	
seeds,	berries	and	soft	fruit	will	attract	the	Red-	
browed	Finch,	Common	Bronzewing,	Eastern	
Rosella,	Crimson	Rosella,	Crested	Pigeon,	galahs,	
Gang-gang	and	other	cockatoos.

Insect	loving	birds	include;	Willy	Wagtail,	Welcome	
Swallow,	Grey	Fantail,	Brown	Thornbill,	Superb	
Fairy-wren,	Eastern	Yellow	Robinsand	Spotted	
pardalote.

Nectar	producing	plants	attract;	Eastern	Spinebill,	
New	Holland	Honeyeater,	Red	Wattlebird,	Little	
Wattlebird	amd	Noisy	Miner.

Fruit	loving	birds;	Rainbow	Lorikeet,	Musk	Lorikeet	
and	King	Parrot.

Janet	commented	that	the	Rainbow	Lorikeet	has	
a	‘fur’	coating	on	its	tongue	that	gets	ripped	off	
when	they	are	fed	bread	and	they	will	then	starve	
to	death.	Something	to	remember!		It’s	advisable	
to	stick	to	feeding	all	native	birds	with	good	quality	
natural	foods	and	seeds	from	within	your	garden.

Janet’s	talk	and	flyers	from	BirdLife	Australia	left	
us	with	lots	of	information	to	consider	when	next	
buying	plants	and	making	plans	for	how	we	can	
help	to	attract	the	local	small	bird	population	back	
into	our	backyards	and	increase	their	dwindling	
numbers	in	the	process.

The	following	websites	will	provide	more	
information.
www.birdlife.org.au
www.birdsinbackyards.net	

Judith	Pinney
Secretary

report by Judith Pinney

Eds Note: The forthcoming ‘Wildlife Gardens’ booklet 
produced by CRISP provides information about attracting 
birds, insects and wildlife to your gardens. On the next 
page is some of the information about how to attract birds 
to your garden from the book, which will be available 
from the nursery soon. (LHibbs)

CRISP	AGM	2018 
Talk	by	Janet	Hand	-	BirdLife	Australia

Birds in backyards

Eastern Spinebill 
(Photo by Olwyn 
Smiley)

Dear resident, 

Did you know that some fruit tree netting is not 
safe for wildlife, and hundreds of animals are 
caught in fruit netting each year?
Wildlife safe netting has small holes that fingers 
cannot fit through. This helps ensure wildlife 
cannot get beaks, toes or other parts of their body 
stuck and entangled. 
Many people opt to use wildlife friendly netting 
found at Bunnings, or fruit bags/sacks on lower 
branches to protect the fruit. 
Ideally, we would love it if you could leave some 
fruit for wildlife to enjoy as much of their habitat 
is destroyed and they are finding it increasingly 
difficult to find food.
If you have an animal caught in your netting, 
please contact
Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
Aware: 0412 433 727 (24 hours)

On behalf of all wildlife and wildlife rescuers we 
thank you for removing or replacing your netting. 
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CRISP	Morning	tea		at	
the	end	of	2017	to	
thank	the	many	volun-
teers	that	help	the	nurs-
ery	in	so	many	ways.

Special thanks
A	special	thank	you	
to	Kathy	Croft	for	all	
the	work	she	put	into	
the	commitee	and	
supporting	the	nursery,	
and	to	Ann,	Anne	
and	Diana,	our	new	
committee	members.

Thank you to all the volunteers

Vegetation Review:
On	the	24th	of	April,	at	the	Maroondah	Bushlinks	
meeting,	the	Maroondah	Council	Vegetation	
Review	was	discussed	and	a	submission	prepared	
for	Council.		
According	to	Council:
‘The	Review	will	evaluate	and	assess	vegetation	for	
its	natural	and	cultural	value	and	consider	options	
on	how	best	to	protect	significant	vegetation	
through	the	Maroondah	Planning	Scheme,	as	well	
as	through	other	management	approaches...
The	evidence	collected	during	the	Review	will	
help	Council	make	decisions	using	a	‘protecting,	
enhancing,	restoring	and	recreating’	approach	to	
vegetation	in	our	urban	landscape...	The	Review	will	
offer	opportunities	for	community	consultation	at		 	
key	stages.’

As	part	of	the	review	Dr	Graeme	Lorimer,	the	lead	
author	of	the	“Sites	of	Biological	Significance	in	
Maroondah”	is	undertaking	surveys	of	Flora	and	
Fauna	in	samples	of	Maroondah’s	Council	Land,	
other	Public	Land,	and	Private	Land.	This	analysis	is	
scheduled	to	be	completed	by	mid	2018.
 
We’d	also	like	to	congratulate	Graeme	Lorimer	
for	being	chosen	as	Maroondah	City	Council’s	
Citizen	of	the	year	at	the	Council’s	Australia	Day	
Celebrations,	for	his	volunteer	service	with	the	
Friends	of	Bungalook	Conservation	Reserves	and	
the	general	environment	community.

Mullum Mullum Festival 
April 28th and 29th and	May 5th and 6th of May
 
Fruit Fly in Victoria: Unfortunately	fruit	fly	has	
been	found	in	Victoria.	The	Croydon	Conservation	
Society	held	a	meeting	on	April	11th	to	discuss	
this.	The	speaker	was	Bronwyn	Koll	the	Regional	
Coordinator	of	Agribusiness	Yarra	Valley.	At	the	
meetings	we	were	told	how	to	inspect	the	fruit	
before	consumption,	and	how	to	dispose	of	
infected	fruit	–	DO	NOT	COMPOST	THEM.	For	
more	information	visit:
	http://www.croydonconservation.org.au/fruit-fly-
control-teachers-an-education-must/.

Heathmont Bushcare is organising an 
Open Day at	Uambi	on	Sunday May 6th,	and	
would	like	to	borrow	a	brazier	–	see	Planting	Days	
etc	below	for	contact	details
 
 
A Bushcare Major Day Out will	be	held	
again	this	year.	Your	group	can	be	part	of	it	if	you	
have	an	activity	on	or	around	Sun Sept 16th		-	more	
later	or	visit		http://conservationvolunteers.com.au/
what-we-do/bushcares-major-day-out/
 
Pond rehabilitation works at Narr Maen 
(Wetland)- Croydon Hills.	These	are	nearing	
completion.	The	two	main	ponds	are	being	drained	
and	desilted	as	part	of	an	ongoing	maintenance	
schedule	to	ensure	the	health	of	the	wetlands.	
 

Carving Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoos
After	a	large	wattle	tree	in	Longview	Rd,	Croydon	
South	was	recently	struck	by	lightening,	sculptor	
Rob	Bast	carved	two	Black	Cockatoos	from	the	
remains	of	the	tree.	The	Maroondah	Focus	includes	
a	picture	of	the	sculpture	(see	below).	Rob	carved	
this	sculpture	over	four	days,	working	within	the	
unique	shape	of	the	twin	trunks.	

Email:	MarBushOz@hotmail.com

A	selection	of	news	from	Maroondah	Bushlinks
Margaret	Baber
Linking	those	that	care	for	the	Bush	in	Maroondah.		
MarBushOz@hotmail.com
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What’s on Dates for the diary

CRISP SALES DAYS
The sales area is open Saturday mornings from

10.00 -1.00pm (March to November)

Please note our prices. Tubestock: $1.50 for members & $2.00 
non-members 140mm pots:  $4.00 for members & 

$5.50 non-members
All sales are cash only unless by prior arrangement

Mullum Mullum Festival 
28th and 29th April and 5th & 6th May
(see website for details)

World Environment Day Event-
Sunday 2 June
First Friends of Dandenong Creek is supporting Knox 
Council’s World Environment Day event at Mint Street 
Wetlands in Wantirna on Saturday
2nd June from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon.

Come and celebrate one of the largest indigenous re-
vegetation projects we’ve been connected with at the new 
Mint Street / Yarrabing Wetlands in Wantirna, with the 
planting of up to 8,000 indigenous
plants. The event will be followed by a BBQ.  Parking 
available at the end of Mint Street or Juniper Road.

Yarrunga Community Centre Workshop
Friday May 11th
Creating	compost	bins,	worm	farms	and	Bokashi	
bins	on	Fri	May	11th	at	10.30am	–	12.00noon
Booking	essential	Ph	9703	5288	or	email	https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/maroondah-city-council-
free-organic-recycling-workshop-tickets-41925992773

Free Nature Walks in Manningham - 
Thursdays starting at 9.30am
April 26  Pound Bend – River to Ridge 
  3.5km 3hr Moderate   
May 24   Yarra Brae to Jumping Creek 
  8km 4.5hr Difficult
June 28  Currawong Bush Park 
  6.5km 3hr Moderate
Booking is essential and open 2 months before each walk.  
Numbers are limited. To book or for more information 
phone 9840-9129, or go to  
http://www.manningham.vic.gov.au/nature-walks

 
Free Environment Seminars 
Held by Manningham Council, the Environment 
Seminars are held on the first Wednesday of each month. 
Many of the seminars will be complemented with field 
trips to allow broader education on the topics. Bookings 
are not required for the evening seminars; however, 
bookings are essential for the field trips.

Evening Seminars  (Feb – Oct & Dec) at 7.30pm in 
the River View Room (ie upstairs) at the Grand Hotel 
Warrandyte All are welcome. 

April 4   Eastern Yellow Robins &   
  urbanisation in Melbourne-
  Christine Connely
May 2   Undergrown Lovers – Exploring the  
  clandestine relationship between  
  trees & Fungi – Dr Alison Pouliot
June 6   Threatened orchids of Middle Yarra  
  and the Warrandyte – Kinglake   
  nature conservation link – 
  Cam Beardsell
July 4   Traffic & wildlife don’t mix: solutions  
  for a growing Melbourne – 
  Dr Rodney van der Ree
August  1  Local Ecological Communities &  
  how to recognise them – 
  Dr Graeme Lorimer
Sept 5    Fish & crayfish in Manningham’s  
  Creeks

Field Trips 
Due to the popularity of field trips, bookings are limited 
to two field trips per person for the series.
Attendance is required for the corresponding seminar 
to be eligible to attend and keep your booking for 
field trips. . To book or for enquiries Phone 9840 9214 
or Enquiries  http://www.manningham.vic.gov.au/
environment-seminars 

Photo by Ken McInnes

Talks from a great variety of speakers, walks, presentations 
and much more. Walk the whole Mullum Mullum valley with 
Ken McInnes (CRISP member).

If you are able to attend any of the Festival sessions, 
we’d love to hear from you for the next newsletter.
Thanks (Ed)

The	catchment	of	the	Mullum	Mullum	Creek	in	
the	municipalities	of	Maroondah,	Whitehorse	
and	Manningham	is	home	to	more	than	60,000	
people,	but	it	also	encompasses	some	of	the	
largest	and	best	preserved	areas	of	remnant	bush	
in	urban	Melbourne	and	more	than	120	species	of	
indigenous	birds,	as	well	as	many	mammals,	reptiles	
and	countless	invertebrates.

The	Festival	was	inaugurated	in	1995	by	concerned	
individuals	in	the	local	community	who	opposed	the	
Eastern	Freeway	extension	through	the	valley,	and	
who	wanted	to	play	an	active	role	in	promoting	the	
natural	values	of	the	local	area.

During	the	Festival	you	will	have	the	opportunity	
to	learn	about	the	biodiversity	and	the	cultural	
heritage	of	the	Mullum	Mullum	Valley.	As	usual,	the	
walks	organised	for	this	Festival	cover	a	wide	range	
of	aspects	of	the	valley;	there	is	always	something	
new	to	see.	

The	Mullum	Mullum	Valley	supports	valuable	
habitat	for	a	range	of	flora	and	fauna	and	forms	an	
important	connection,	linking	the	foothill	forests	of	
Maroondah	to	the	Yarra	River	in	Templestowe.	The	
continued	preservation	and	enhancement	of	this	
corridor	is	vital	for	the	survival	of	the	plants	and	
animals	that	depend	on	it,	and	for	ensuring	that	
future	generations	retain	an	environment	to	enjoy.
We	hope	that	you	leave	the	18th	Mullum	Mullum	
Festival	with	greater	understanding	and	knowledge	
of	this	beautiful	native	bushland	and	the	flora	and	
fauna	within.

The	18th	Mullum	Mullum	Festival	will	be	held	over	
the	weekends	of	Saturday	28	&	Sunday	29	April	
and	Saturday	5	&	Sunday	6	May	2018.

The	Festival	will	once	again	present	an	exciting	
selection	of	over	twenty	expert-lead	walks	and	
presentations	that	will	leave	you	with	a	greater	
understanding	and	appreciation	of	our	beautiful	
native	bushland.

The	program	will	start	off	this	year	on	the	night	
of	the	28th	of	April	with	a	spotlight	tour	in	search	
of	nocturnal	wildlife.	This	will	be	followed	by	
the	opening	of	the	Festival	with	a	celebration	of	
Aboriginal	culture	on	Sunday	the	29th	of	April	at	
Yarran	Dheran	Reserve.

This	day	will	also	include	nature	walks	in	English	
with	Mandarin	and	Arabic	interpreters,	a	guided	
walk	on	aboriginal	use	of	indigenous	plants,	
Aboriginal	craft	workshops	and	talking	circle,	music	
performances,	displays	and	food.

We	are	looking	forward	to	hosting	eighteen	
experts	in	their	fields	on	the	5th	and	6th	of	May	
who	will	present	and	lead	walks	on	a	range	of	
topics	Celebrating	the	ecological	and	cultural	
values	of	the	Mullum	Mullum	Creek	Valley.

Mullum Mullum Festival
The	18th

2018
Sat	28	April	 	 Sat	5	May
Sun	29	April	 	 Sun	6	May
(Opening	Day)

$2.00	donations	per	person	per	session	appreciated

 Lampropholis guichenoti (Pale-flecked Garden Sunskink)

https://mullummullumfestival.org.au

https://www.facebook.com/MullumMullumFestival
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Many local residents are working to improve the habitat and connectivity of our reserves. If you are 
interested in getting involved, either join with one of the existing groups (see below) or start your own 
in your local reserve. If you are interested in starting work in your local reserve contact the Bushland 
Team at Maroondah City Council and discuss how your effort and enthusiasm can be best directed. 

Your help needed

Heathmont Bushcare
Working	bees	held	1st	Sunday	of	the	month								 Roger:			 9876	6762
http://heathmontbushcare.wordpress.com

Loughies Bushland
Working	bees	held	1st		Saturday	of	the	month		 	 Carol:	 	 9870	8126
9.30-12.30pm.	
Meet	in	Kubis	Drv	at	the	Main	Entrance.																																														 	 	

First Friends of Dandenong Creek 																							 Charlie	Miller		 0417	125	677	

Mullum Mullum Creek Bushcare Group   									 Bill	Herman	 0418366780

FJC Rogers Reserve   																																												 Don	Dower:						9736	2309

Friends of Wombolano 	 	 	 Andy:			 	 0414999491
Working	bees	held	3rd	Sunday	of	the	month					 	 Merrilyn	:	 0410073514												

Friends of Ringwood Lake
Working	bees	held	first	Monday	of	the	month	 	 Des:									 9879	4176
Meet	at	the	Sound	Shell	at	10.00am	 	 	 	

Friends of Andersons Creek	 																						 	 Richard:				 9876	5382

Bungalook Conservation Reserve   
Second	Sat	of	the	month		fom	9.30am	 	 	 Graeme:	 0403	229	862	

Ringwood Field Naturalist Club  																									 Peter:							 9801	6946	

Croydon Conservation Society  																										 Keith:								 9723	1806

Warranwood Reserve 	 	 										 	 Margaret:	 9876	3094

Warrien Reserve               
www.warrien.org	 	 	 	 	 David															9725	3163	 	
 

Yanggai Barring,	Warranwood	 	 											 	 Pat	Black:				 9723	0036

Group Name Contact

LOCAL ENVIRONMENT/FRIENDS GROUPS

website:
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/groups/
portphillipwesternport/ffdc/	or	visit	our	
Facebook
site:	@FirstFriendsofDandenongCreek
ffdc1999@gmail.com

PLEASE TICK √

   APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

   

Name:   __________________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________

Contact:      Tel: ______________________ Email: ______________________________________________

Direct	deposit	to	renew	membership	
Can’t get to the nursery to pay cash?  

Don’t have a cheque book?  We are making it easier for you to 
renew by direct deposit.

BSB 033 044             Account No: 149422

Ensure you put your name in the details section so we can 
update your membership

Due	on	July	1st	each	year		
(For	Members	joining	after	March,	your	next	subscription	falls	due	the	following	year.)

What	does	your	membership	mean	for	you?		
Apart	from	helping	support	your	local	indigenous	plant	nursery	(run	by	volunteers),	all	plants	are	available	
to	you	at	reduced	rates	(eg.	tube	stock	will	cost	$1.50	instead	of	$2.00	and	140mm	pots	cost	$4.00	in-

stead	of	$5.50.)		
You	are	also	helping	to	keep	Maroondah’s	local	flora	and	fauna	alive.	

Support	CRISP		and	help	your	local	environment.	

Subscriptions

Sending an email to the nursery when you make the 
deposit will ensure that your membership information 

is updated correctly.

MEMBERSHIP    

(Please circle)

NEWSLETTER OPTIONS:   

I wish to continue receiving the newsletter by snail mail   o 

OR                 

 I wish to read the newsletter on the website                  o  

Please forward payment to:

The Treasurer
CRISP Nursery Inc.
PO Box 706
Heathmont, VIC 3135

SINGLE  $10 per annum

FAMILY  $15 per annum

GROUP:   $20 per annum
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