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Most of the work at CRISP is carried out by volunteers. These are people from within the 
community who give their time to help provide a large range of indigenous plants for the 

Maroondah Region.  If you care about your local environment and would like to help out at the 
nursery,  join the friendly team. No experience needed. Learn the difference between various native 

plants, learn to propagate and pot up the many seedlings.

Where are we?
CRISP is located in GREENWOOD AVE, Ringwood (just next to Jubilee Park).  

If you can’t  find a volunteer amongst the plants, walk down further and find them in a small building 
on your left, just before Reverse Art.

Come and  browse the sales section or give some of your time to help the others.

Cover photo 
by Ruth Jackson
Paralucia aurifer male
(Bright Copper 
butterfly) on
Burchardia umbellata
(Milkmaids)

For those of you 
viewing this in black 
and white - check out 
the colour version on 
the website.

Wednesday 9.30am - 12.30pm
Friday            9.30am - 12.30pm
Saturday 10.00am -1pm 
  (March- Nov)

CRISP WEBSITE
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Management
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President   Merrilyn Smith
Vice President   Lloyd Smiley
Secretary   Steve O’Flynn
Treasurer   Vivienne Osborne
Members   Carmel Koesasi       
    Pam Yarra 
    Kathy Croft
    Sue Mosley
    Glenda Waite
       
Newsletter Editor/design:  Linda Hibbs
Website manager/design:   Ken McInnes

 Annette O’Sullivan  
Stephanie Dean 

Management Team

www.crispnursery.org.au
SALES AREA

Volunteers

DISCLAIMER
CRISP Nursery Inc. does not hold itself responsible for statements made or opinions expressed in CRISP News. They may not 

necessarily reflect the opinions of the organisation but are merely printed to share information with those who are interested in 
the conservation of our local flora and related environmental concerns.
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A Note from the Editor

CRISP WEBSITE
Dear members,

It has been a hot and unusually humid summer., followed by a mild autumn so far.  I am not sure if this shift in 
weather patterns has made a difference, but the thornbills, grey fantails and spinebills are back! 

For a while no other bird dared enter the wattle bird territory that seemed wider and more populated than 
ever during breeding season.  My only gratitude to this dominance over other species came when I saw a 
very distressed sugar gilder being attacked by a currawong.  With strange looks from the neighbours, I danced 
about with the longest branch I could find to try and wave off the currawong and not distress the sugar glider.  
Just as I was about to give up, a few wattle birds suddenly turned up and started attacking the currawong, and 
thus saving the glider from a very sad ending.  

The bird population is particularly interesting coming after  the talk given by Brian Bainbridge at the AGM 
recently in relation to what he termed ‘butterfly bars and lizard lounges.’  This was from the perspective that 
what species you plant attracts certain kinds of insects, which in turn, attract certain kinds of birds or animals. 
For details on his talk and his expansion of this philosophy, see page 18 and 19.

It was a sad time for CRISP when long time volunteer Jean Galliot passed away at the end of last year.  Read 
on page 6 about her life, her dedication to indigenous plants and the donation of her book library to CRISP.
She was a lovely person and shared her passion with many at the nursery. 

I would like to thank Carol Clarke for including notes on a fascinating talk given by Kathy Handasyde about 
echidnas;  Viv Osborne for the photos and info on the Monday Mornings in the Reserves; Ruth Jackson for 
her wonderful photo on the front cover and in the newsletter ; Brian Bainbridge for kindly allowing use of 
his beautiful photos/powerpoint slides; Gerry Robinson for the history and information on the numerous 
Melbourne suburbs named after plants (and I am very proud to add that many moons ago, Gerry Robinson 
was my English teacher at high school and instilled in me a passion for writing!).  

And thank you as always to Stephanie for keeping me on track with the content and Olwyn (and Lloyd) for 
proofreading.  A colour version of the newsletter can be seen on the CRISP website: www.crispnursery.org.au

Don’t miss the April Sales Day coming up on the 16th April.  Also note on page 12 that there is information 
regarding call for sumbissions for the Review of the native vegetation clearing regulations – Consultation 
Paper. 

Enjoy your gardens - 
and the wildlife they attract.
If you have any stories about your garden, 
or your local environment or a favourite
plant that you can recommend to others,
send them in for the next newsletter.

Linda
Newsletter Editor

Jalmenus evagorus (Imperial blue 
butterfly - underside)

Photo by Ruth Jackson
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Committee Corner
by Merrilyn Smith

Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on Thursday 17th March at Federation Estate in Ringwood. All 
committee positions became vacant and the following members were elected; Kathy Croft, Carmel Koesasi, 
Sue Mosley, Steve O’Flynn, Viv Osborne, Lloyd Smiley, Merilyn Smith, Glenda Waite and Pam Yarra.

I would like to thank outgoing members Mark Smith, Magda Hornung and Vivian Holyoake for their 
enthusiasm and their contribution as valuable committee members.  Without the commitment of people 
such as these, the nursery would not be able to function.  

Guest speaker at the AGM was Brian Bainbridge, an Ecological Restoration Planner investigating the Victorian 
Volcanic Plains who has worked for many years with the Merri Creek Management Committee. He retired 
last year as President of the Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association. His talk was entitled ‘Butterfly Bars 
and Lizard Lounges’ and focused on how he used local plants to attract lizards, birds and insects into his 
indigenous suburban garden. His ideas are a reminder about the significance of growing local, indigenous 
plants as a habitat for wildlife.

Annette O’Sullivan and Stephanie Dean were given special recognition at the meeting as this year marks their 
ten year anniversary as the CRISP Management team.  They have provided strong leadership and have been 
a fantastic support to our volunteers.  It is due to their continued efforts that we are able to support the 
projects undertaken by our local council, private contractors, schools, ‘Friends’ groups, community groups and 
home gardeners.

On behalf of the Committee, I would like to thank you for your ongoing support.  If you have any issues or 
suggestions for improving the nursery and the service it provides, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  

Merrilyn Smith
President

Merrilyn Smith (left).  Stephanie and Annette being congratulated on ten years as a management team.
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Nursery Report

It has been a busy and challenging summer with long stretches of hot, dry weather that has kept us all on our 
toes, making sure the watering system is reaching all areas of the nursery. Many thanks to Merrilyn who spent 
many hours over weekends, and other days when the nursery was closed, checking the plants and setting the 
watering system for an extra run. We eagerly await the autumn rains that will enable the beginning of the 
planting season.

We have had good germination of most species and are able to offer most of our species for sales to the 
public. As we are filling orders, some species will be in short supply, so if there are specific plants that you 
want put your orders in early. If you are planning bigger projects such as planting for National Tree Day, the 
earlier we receive your orders the better placed we will be to fulfil your requirements.

Our Rare Plants project continues and we are providing 2000 rare plants to Maroondah City Council and 
these will be planted in reserves where they will support the existing populations of specific targeted species. 
Many thanks to the members of Maroondah City Council Bushland team for their assistance with collection 
of propagation material for these species.

There are many other projects underway in the community that are being supported by CRISP Nursery 
and Maroondah City Council. Keep an eye out for our plants being used in revegetation projects in Bedford 
Park, Loughies Bushland, Mansons Reserve, Wombolano Park, Mullum Mullum Creek, Herman Pump Reserve, 
BJ Hubbard Reserve and other places. It is great to have these community-driven indigenous revegetation 
projects being taken on in the local area resulting in improved biodiversity and habitat. 

It was very pleasing to see so many of our members at the recent AGM. We were all treated to a very 
informative presentation by Brian Bainbridge about the elements that are required to attract a range of birds 
and butterflies to a garden. We were also able to welcome some new members to the committee and look 
forward to working with Gwenda, Sue and Kathy as well as the continuing committee members.

Stephanie and Annette

By Annette and Stephanie

Plants at the nursery
March 2015
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Vale Jean Galliot
It was with great sadness that we received the news in late November that 
one of our regular volunteers, Jean had died. Jean was one of the original 
volunteers involved in the creation of CRISP and has been greatly valued by 
the nursery for all the work and knowledge she has contributed, over many 
years and she will be missed by all. 

Jean was at the nursery on the Friday just a couple of days before passing 
away peacefully in her sleep. She was preparing plant cuttings and potting up 
seedlings and seemed in very good spirits. 

We had a morning tea at the nursery the following Friday morning with 
pikelets with some of her cumquat jam and everyone had some very fond 
memories to share. Although we have the recipe for the famous Anzac 
biscuits that Jean regularly brought in to share for morning tea, no one has 
been quite game enough to test whether they can recreate these.

At 92 years of age and still actively involved in so many wonderful 
environmental groups, Jean was an inspiration to us all and a wonderful 
example of positive, active aging.  

Jean had an extensive book collection focusing on indigenous plants. They 
cover a wide range of topics including the identification of individual plants, 
how to landscape and care for your garden, the flora of various regions 
and Australian animals. Many of the books are signed by the authors with 
personal messages of thanks to Jean for her support.

Jean’s family, represented by her son Peter, generously donated the relevant 
part of her library, 80 books, to CRISP at a recent morning tea held with the 
Friday Group with whom Jean volunteered for over 20 years. The books were 
prepared for our library by Jean’s friend Denise Knight. Many memories of 
Jean were shared, her friends and family spoke about her impressive botanical 
knowledge and excitement over new plant discoveries as well as her sense of 
fun and strong community spirit. She is greatly missed.

Members are able to borrow any of the books in the CRISP library so please 
browse through the collection next time you visit.

Merrilyn Smith (left) with Jean’s son Peter and her friend Denise Knight 
during the presentation of the book collection.
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For over 60 years Jean had lived in the Ringwood area setting 
up home in a caravan on an acre block in Maidstone Street, 
Ringwood with husband Roy in 1952. It was still a bit of a wild 
area with several very mature stringybark varieties (cephalocarpa, 
globoidea, macrorhyncha and baxteri) and some grand old 
Eucalyptus obliqua (messmates) dotted on and around their block, 
Poa grass was abundant, as were fringe lilies, greenhood orchids, 
Epacris impressa, Kunzea ericoides and that attractive, most 
instrinsically Australian of plants, the grass tree (Xanthorrhoea 
minor). Blue-tongued lizards, copperhead snakes, skinks, bats, 
possums and a clutch of birds from hawk to wren all graced their 
space and their space was lovely! 
Life was pretty basic: a caravan, while their war-service home was 
being built.

It was here that Jean came under the powerful influence of the 
legendary Fred Rogers, winner of an Australian Natural History 
Medallion and founder, among so much else, of the Maroondah 
Group of S.G.A.P. (Society for Growing Australian Plants). In 1954 
he settled close to the Galliotts in Wantirna Rd and soon began 
selling Australian natives at one shilling a tube. The first book on 
native plants ever bought by Jean was Fred’s ‘A field Guide to 
Victorian Wattles’ (1968).  In later years Jean joined the willing 
band of foot soldiers that meandered across Melbourne, finding 
more, more and still more indigenous plants to swell the pages 
of that magnificent, and now indispensable publication ‘The Flora 
of Melbourne’ (S.G.A.P. Maroondah: 1991). What an achievement 
that book is, now in its 4th edition.

In 1969, they found a house on an acre of land in East Ringwood, 
with an unmade road and fences far enough away! It was part of 
an old estate situated near the highest point of the Wicklow Hills 
Ridge in Angus Avenue. The view was arresting, the grand garden 
pretty typical of its era with a large established vegetable plot, 
bountiful orchard, huge swathes of steeply sloping couch lawn.

Working methodically, Jean began creating beds around the big, 
old gums and mulching deeply. She grew boronias, grevilleas, 
banksias, correas, acacias, waratahs, stylidiums, hibbertias, 
eriostemons, ferns, orchids, clematis, croweas, olearias, casuarinas, 
lomandras and microlaena.  Her landscape work demonstrated 

a profound understanding of the aesthetic possibilities and 
botanic needs of native plants.  And so Angus Avenue was 
gradually transformed from being merely a lovely garden in 
Australia, to being a truly glorious Australian garden.
By 1972 she had just begun to work for Bill Molyneux at 
Austraflora Nursery, while also volunteering at the incipient 
Karwarra Gardens, Kalorama, where she had a chance to 
observe the work of the redoubtable artist and landscape 
designer, Kath Deery.  When a member of the Montrose 
Environment Group, it was Jean’s good fortune to form 
a lifelong friendship with Gwynneth Taylor, who had been 
apprenticed to Edna Walling, and as such had worked on 
projects with the intuitive Ellis Stones. Jean considered that 
Gwynneth had a wonderful way with plants and her influence 
on Jean’s approach and attitudes was immeasurable. 

The very popular annual Melbourne Wildflower Show 
(organised by S.G.A.P. Maroondah) was yet another chance for 
Jean to test her developing skills, particularly as she, together 
with others, fashioned dried flower arrangements for sale to 
the public. And so her understanding grew. 
Thirteen years after the death of her husband, Jean left her 
beloved Angus Avenue in 1996, driven out by the invasion 
of African veldt grass. Jean stayed local, moving to a cluster 
development in Heathmont, and continued to give landscape 
advice, as well as volunteering regularly at Karwarra, Friends of 
the Helmeted Honeyeater, Cranbourne Royal Botanic Garden 
and C.R.I.S.P.

Apart from her family, Jean’s real life work has been to in-
crease the understanding and appreciation of Australian plants, 
and to do so in the gentlest and most respectful ways. 

The following is an extract from an article on the life of 
Jean Galliot that was included in the CRISP Newsletter 
November 2009 by Carmel Koesasi.
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Jean’s Anzac Biscuits

1 cup plain flour
I cup rolled oats
1 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup desiccated coconut
125gm butter
2 tbs golden syrup
1 tbs water
1/2 tsp` bicarb

Line two trays with baking paper. Sift flour, 
add oats, coconut, brown sugar and bi carb. 
Add water and mix with dry ingredients. 
Take a level tablespoon of mix rolled into balls 
5 cm apart on the tray. Press lightly with a 
fork to flatten. Heat oven to 160ºC and bake 
approx 10 mins or until golden brown.

Jean’s Anzac Biscuit Recipe

Jean’s 90th birthday celebrations at 
the nursery

Native Yam Daisies
A native vegetable that almost became extinct might 
flourish again and feature on top restaurant menus. 
Indigenous writer Bruce Pascoe has a plan to resurrect 
an almost extinct food plant that once covered vast 
swathes of the country and fed the population of 
southern Australia. He has launched an online campaign 
called Gurandgi Munjie to raise money to plant a 
commercial crop of Microseris lanceolate, a perennial 
herb also known as murrnong, yam daisy, native dandelion 
and native millet. Yam Daisies are found in many forms 
in southern and eastern Australia. The Tasmanian form is 
much smaller than its mainland cousin.

Yam Daisies were a common food source for the 
Aboriginal people of south-east Australia, growing 
in grasslands favoured by graziers. Yam Daisy were 
domesticated by the first Australians tens of thousands 
of years ago. They were planted after heavy rains and 
matured all at the same time, allowing for a single harvest. 
Unfortunately the above ground leafy foliage was highly 
attractive to the first introduced grazing animals and this 
essentially caused the demise of the Yam Daisies in many 
areas.

Pascoe ground grain with men from the Yuin people, 
whose country extends from Merimbula to Port Jackson. 
The Yuin people hunted alongside killer whales on the 
beaches at Eden and Montague Island and created great 
grain stores for the inland Aboriginal people. Pascoe 
experimented with a range of yam daisy recipes. ‘‘They 

Bruce Pascoe with a 
Yam Daisy
goodfood.com.au

Yam Daisy
www.anbg.gov.au

are pretty amazing and a bit like water chestnuts when 
raw. When you cook them, they change colour and go 
more like a New Zealand yam.’’ 
You can buy Daisy Yam at CRISP. 

*Adapted by Merrilyn Smith from an article in The Age, 
Nov 24, 2015 ‘Wild Yam Set For Gourmet Fame Produc-
ers’ by
Richard Cornish 
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Christmas BBQ

Christmas BBQ at CRISP 
Nursery
December 2015
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Native bees

Are European bees important?
European bees are still very important for
Australian plant life and agriulture.
They pollinate many of our food crops, 
plants and wildflowers but they can 
out-compete native bees for pollen 
resources and will not share habitat 
with other native animals.

Why are native bees declining?
There are many reasons for the decline of Australia’s native 
bees.
Competition for food with European bees, lack of habitat, 
the use of pesticides, climate change, predatory mites 
and diseases can all be contributing factors.

What happens when there are no more bees?
Without bees, we may lose all the plants that need bees to
pollinate them. These plants could be habitat for insects and/
or animals. They could be food sources for insects, animals 
and even humans.
We could lose fruits, vegetables, nuts and seeds.
A company in America called ‘Whole Foods’ recently
imagined what our grocery stores would look like in a world
without bees:
http://www.media.wholefoodsmarket.com/news/bees 

How can you help?
Choose native flowering plants to plant in your garden.
This gives the bees a reason to visit you.
For more information, check out CRISP Nursery
website for a local species list:
www.crispnursery.org.au/species.html
There is also an Indigenous Gardens Booklet
available to download:
www.crispnursery.org.au/indig_gardens.html

You could also provide somewhere for the bees to stay and 
live. To do this you can make a 
‘bee house’ by providing habitat 
for them. You can do this by drilling 
holes in blocks of wood or tying a 
bundle of bamboo canes together. 

What are native bees?
Native bees are bees that have evolved with native plants for 
millions of years in
Australia.
There is a huge range of native plants 
that rely on native bees for pollination. 
The introduced European honey bee
is not able to pollinate those plants.

Reed Bees
Reed bees like to live in reeds and sticks that are 
bundled together. They are social bees, foraging,
guarding and sharing a nest together.

Blue-Banded Bees
Blue-Banded bees nest in the ground or in mud brick
houses or soft mortar.
These bees are solitary and 
can collect pollen that is 
difficult for other bees to 
collect by ‘buzzing’ until
the flower opens up.

Cuckoo Bees
The beautiful Cuckoo bees do not build their own
nests, but lay their eggs in the nests of other bees.

Leaf-Cutter Bees
The Leaf Cutter bee cuts a neat circle out of a leaf to make a 
bed for her eggs to grow in. 
She can make her nest in many
different kinds of places, such as; 
old garden gloves, hoses,
woodwork and sometimes 
in the soil.

Bees commonly found in the Melbourne area

 
Maroondah City Council - prepared by Laura

Blue-banded bee
Photo by Brian Bainbridge



CRISP Newsletter Autumn - March 2016

11

From the beginning of March we have had the Sales 
Area fully up and running, well-stocked and ready for 
the autumn planting season. The Sales Area is open on 
Wednesday and Friday during the volunteer times from 
9.30 – 12.30 and on Saturday mornings from 10am 
– 1pm. You will often be assisted by volunteers in the 
Sales Area who are giving their own time to share their 
enthusiasm about our local species and their use in 
gardens. Many thanks to all who help out!

We have many regular customers that know their plants 
and what they want. Many others are just beginning their 
relationship with gardening with indigenous plants, so the 
questions that we are asked are varied and don’t always 
have simple answers. There is no such thing as a silly 
question and we do try to give helpful responses. 

Some of the frequently asked questions include

Q: How can I find out more information about 
specific local plants?

A: The nursery, with the support of Maroondah City 
Council, has produced a small booklet called  ‘Indigenous 
Gardens - creating habitat for people and wildlife 
in Maroondah.’  This booklet contains some basic 
information on some of the common species. Copies are 
available from the nursery or can be downloaded from 
our website:
http://www.crispnursery.org.au/indig_gardens.html

More information can be found in the Flora of 
Melbourne which is a comprehensive book covering 
species found in the Melbourne area and giving 
information on the habitat they are found in and the 
requirements of plants.

The Shire of Yarra Ranges website has a very good 
indigenous plant directory containing detailed information 
including growing conditions and flowering times on 
more than 900 local plants and covering many of the 
species that are available in Maroondah 
http://fe.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/Residents/Trees_
Vegetation/Yarra_Ranges_Plant_Directory

There are also a number of books in the nursery library 
that members can borrow and learn from.

Q: I want to attract birds to my garden, which plant 
should I buy?

A: There is no specific single plant that will attract birds 
to a garden. Planting a variety of species that flower at 

different times and have seeds or attract insects will 
make your garden more bird friendly. Plant ‘thickly, 
prickly and diversely’ is worth keeping in mind when 
planting for the birds. They will also appreciate a 
safe water source, mulched ground and a garden 
free of cats and insecticides. Check out the Birds in 
Backyards website for more information http://www.
birdsinbackyards.net/

Q: I am just starting to use indigenous plants in 
my garden, what can you suggest?

A: Many gardeners just starting to use indigenous 
plants try the Correa reflexa, Goodenia ovata, Olearia 
myrsinoides and Acacia myrtifolia. These are all reliable 
small to medium shrubs that are adaptable to most 
soils, attractive when in flower and respond well to 
pruning. The grasses and sedges are also popular, 
with Lomandra longifolia and many of the Poa species 
working well for beginner gardeners.

Creating a garden is an ever evolving journey whether 
you have room for just a small balcony of pots or 
a large block – enjoy the ride and celebrate the 
successes. 

Put Saturday 16th April in your diary and make the 
most of 10% off all plant purchases for One Day Only.

CRISP Sales Area - Q & A

At the 
nursery
March 2016
L.Hibbs

Sale Day
Saturday 
16th April
10- 1pm

by Stephanie Dean
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Monday Mornings in the Reserves

CRISP working bee the 7th of March 2016
A chance to explore new places in Maroondah. 
At Candlebark walk, Croydon Hills Drive, there were 
herons and cormorants fishing and lovely bush land to 
discover.
Viv Osborne

Our Monday Mornings in the Reserves have given us 
some great opportunities to explore new reserves, 
collect plant material for future propagation and 
undertake some weeding and litter collection. We 
have also revisited some reserves where we have 
worked previously, weeding and expanding some of 
the revegetation beds. We have plans to plant many 
more indigenous plants into our local environments, 
creating an expanded habitat and improving wildlife 
corridors. It is great to be able to undertake these 
practical activities with the support of the volunteers 
that participate and Maroondah City Council.

YOUR FEEDBACK NEEDED 
Review of the native vegetation clearing regulations – Consultation Paper
The Victorian Government is reviewing the native vegetation clearing regulations to ensure they sensibly protect 
sensitive vegetation.
The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) has released the Review of the native veg-
etation clearing regulations – Consultation Paper which outlines key issues identified during the first phase of the 
Review’s consultation as well as 29 proposed improvements.
DELWP is seeking your feedback on the proposed improvements. We encourage you to visit the website http://
haveyoursay.delwp.vic.gov.au/native-vegetation-clearing-regulations to get a copy of the Consultation Paper and 
make a submission.
Submissions close on 29 April 2016 at 5.00pm AEST.
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Monday Mornings in the Reserves Echidnas in Currawong Park
A talk given by Kath Handasyde
Report  by Carol Clarke

Echidnas are monotremes; females lay eggs, and lactate, have 
electro receptors, are endothermic, have a reptilian pectoral 
girdle (ie. roll when walking) and can live to 30-40 years.

Fossil records show three echidna sites in the arid areas 
of Australia which show that echidnas existed in the 
Cretaceous period 120 million years ago.
Sites today are widespread all over Australia in all types of 
terrain and they can also be found in Papua New Guinea.

There are three species of long beaked echidnas with the 
beak measuring 8-9 cm long and one species of short 
beaked echidnas in Australia and PNG.

Echidnas can weigh up to 6.5kg but most are 3-4 kg.  They 
are solitary creatures and diurnal (usually around in the 
daytime) although they can be flexible as they like to avoid 
the daytime heat or daytime predators, especially people! 
They respond to disturbance by digging themselves into the 
ground.

Echidnas vary in colour from chestnut to darker brown or 
brown with light patches. They have a whirl of fur around 
the ears which helps protect the ears. 

They are found in a range of habitats from hot arid in inland 
Australia to cold alpine areas. They have good thermal 
ecology and are endothermic (absorb heat and maintains 
body temperature at 32ºC.
They also have natural hypothermia (can decline 
in temperature with no harm) and can re-warm 
spontaneously, changing several degrees. Adults have good 
fat stores to enable the hypothermia but young Echidnas 
cannot do this.  Torpor has evolved over many years as an 
energy saving device.

Echidnas are myrmecophagous (they eat ants and termites). 
Their diet consists of 75% social ants (lots in a group), 
ant eggs, termites and alates (flying insects). Ant colonies 
contain thousands to millions of ants so if they find a colony, 
food is plentiful.

Kath’s research involved six forest sites and six pastoral sites. 
She observed the content of the scats and found
some contained 100% ants while others contained 60% 
beetles including lava and pupa (Scarab beetle lava were 
popular - the big fat white grubs found in many gardens), 
termites were 1.0%, crickets - less than 0.1%. No snails or 
other bugs were found in the scats.

Echidnas use electro reception to detect prey found with 
a moist nose tip in moist soil. Chemicals are also detected 

(eg. formic acid given out by ants).  The echidnas use smell, 
testing the ground and clambering over foliage in search of 
prey.

Breeding time is from May to June.  There are sometimes 
male trains (several males) following a female, with the 
males at the front of the line having more testosterone. 
Gestation of the egg is 21-28 days. Single eggs are laid in 
the pouch and the egg is  incubated for only 10 days before 
the young hatches. The young are in the pouch for 45-55 
days. The female lactates for six months, after which the 
spines begin to grow on the young. Females have a baby 
approximately every two years. Young females first breed at 
four years of age.

Echidnas can range oer areas from 10 hectares to 200 
hectares! 

Kath currently has four echidnas on her property in the 
Strathbogie ranges. She put different colours on their backs 
to be able to recognise them...and has given them names 
Red, Blue, White and Green! 

This is a summary of an fascinating presentation and talk, 
followed by a walk in Currawong Bush park where a large 
echidna soon appeared. The group of around a dozen 
people observed it for about 15 minutes. It did not bury 
itself and was not scared. Eventually it wandered up to the 
feet of a young man (Troy) who sat motionless whilst the 
echidna stayed there for several minutes.  Having such a 
close view, and with the echidna not fearful, Troy was able to 
take numerous photos. A memorable day!
Carol 

Echidna burying itself,
Warrandyte State park, 
November 2015
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Bats sadly do not come with a positive image.  
Scary flapping shadows against cold moonlit nights, 
emerging from haunted buildings as depicted in films, 
as well as carrying the label of ‘disease carrier’ is 
hardly a recipe for being liked.

But bats are wonderful, fascinating creatures, and have 
just been recognised as being able to help humans 
fight deadly diseases as they themselves have ‘super 
immunity’ to the very diseases they carry.

Not all bats carry deadly diseases. Fruit bats, perhaps 
the only bats some people are aware of, have given 
all bats rather a bad reputation. They are described as 
dirty, smelly and noisy and are the complete opposite 
of the little microbats.

Microbats weigh just a few grams and they eat 
insects. They reduce pests on crops, and very 
importantly, mosquitoes.  A single microbat can catch 
up to 1,200 mosquitoes and small insects in an hour!!

They belong to the family called Microchiroptera or 
‘little hand wing’. They are warm blooded, covered 
with fur and nourish their young with milk.

Contrary to common belief, bats are not actuallly 
blind. They use echolocation, making a high frequency 
noise (out of range of humans) as they fly and these 
noises strike objects and bounce back as echoes. 
They can therefore detect things in total darkness.

There are up to fifteen species of microbat in 
Australia  but not a lot is known about their 
distribution, numbers or habitat requirements. 
Microbats live in hollows. They do not build nests or 
bring nesting material into hollows or roof spaces 
(if like us, you happen to have them in the roof!). 

Microbats do not carry Hendra virus (flying foxes 
do) and there have only been two cases of Lyssavirus 
in Australia from bats, one in 1996 and one in 1998.  
And the disease is treatable.  You cannot get infected 
unless you are bitten. 

Bats are fullly protected by the law in all states and 
some are so rare they are threatened with extinction. 

If you observe the night sky at dusk, you will probably 
see these small microbats flitting past. Sometimes 
they also emit a sound that can be heard by humans 

Microbats
by Linda Hibbs

- this is to each other- not to locate objects. They 
leave their roost at dusk and return home before 
dawn. If they have young, they will return frequently 
during the night. 

Bats in our roof
Some people show horror when we mention we 
have bats in our roof.  These are microbats and have 
most likely chosen the roof as a habitat because 
much of their natural habitat in tree hollows is 
dwindling in suburban areas.  As it is a flat tin roof, 
it was somewhat surprisng when we discovered 
their home. The initial colony contained more than 
a hundred!  An attempt to get rid of them almost 
worked by placing plastic tubing with a flap that 
could let them out but not back in....but they came 
back(small colony) and my feeling now is that we 
can all live together. 

On very hot days the bats have to re locate, and 
you can hear them scuttling before they pour out of 
the roof space and fly off into nearby trees. During 
winter they hibernate.

For a number of years it was a mystery why we 
occcasinally had a bat in the house and it remained 
a mystery to my father who passed away before 
the colony was discovered. He would have been 
amused!  Various family members became expert 
at helping them help them find their way out (no 
easy task!).  And it was not exactly love at first sight! 
They fly very quickly round and round a room. 
They  bare their teeth if frightened so gloves must 
always be worn if you intend to pick them up (ifthey 
land due to exhaustion). Switching off the lights and 
opening the windows and doors will encourage the 
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Microbat box
bat to fly out. Of course one has to hope no others 
fly in during the process! Some of these bats may 
accidently chase an insect through the front door as 
someone enters, but we also discovered some were 
getting through some very small holes in the wall 
wood panelling and ending up inside. Filling all gaps 
has kept them out...mostly!  

It has been twenty years since they first roosted 
and about twelve years since the first colony was 
discovered and bat expert Lindy Lumsden invited 
to check them out. They are only at one end of the 
house and are doing no harm. 

http://blog.wildlifesecrets.com.au/animal-guide/mammals/microbat-roosting-box/

So when you next see a bat, perhaps it will be the 
very useful and cute microbat - an essential link in 
our ecology.  Microbat populations are declining 
in many areas. By making and putting up some bat 
houses in trees to help maintain the populations in 
Maroondah, you will be helping keep an essential 
part of our ecology alive.

Lindy Lumsden with microbat
wild.com.au

http://ausbats.org.au
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Around Melbourne’s suburbs and nearby hills, there 
are many places named after plants. Can you think of 
any more?*

These include:
 Boronia
 Box Hill
 Briar Hill
 Clematis
 Ferntree Gully
 Ferny Creek
 Glen Iris
 Hawthorn
 Heatherdale/Heatherton
 Heathmont
 Laburnum
 Lilydale
 Montrose
 Rosebud
 Oakleigh
 Oak Park
 Pines Forest
 Pinewood
 Sassafras
 Tecoma
 Wattle Glen
 Wattle Park
 Watsonia

I have not included Toorak, the name which ‘may have 
come from Aboriginal words of similar pronunciation, 
meaning ‘black crow’ or ‘reedy swamp’. 
I have also not included Malvern, although one
source suggests it is the Olde English name for ‘hill 

Plant place names
by Gerry Robinson

of alders’, nor Gardenvale, so called because of the 
large number of market gardens there. Neither have 
I included the 1930s Port Melbourne development 
optimistically named Garden City, nor Kew, despite its 
English Flower Show, and ignorant of who Anna was, I 
have left out Rosanna! 

The claims for inclusion of Ashburton and Ashwood 
and Aspendale have also been rejected - Ashburton 
was named after the birthplace of local Councillor 
Dillon in Cork, Ireland, Ashwood is between Ashburton 
and Burwood, and Aspendale took its name from the 
racecourse established there in1891 by James Crooks, 
who named it after a champion mare, Aspen - which 
might or might not have been named after a tree.

Should ‘wood’ have been deemed good, Ringwood 
would be here, as would Burwood. After Briar Hill’s 
inclusion, Greythorn had a chance, but it is not here, 
nor is Park Orchards. Indeed if parks were to be 
deemed eligible, the project would multiply - Albert 
Park, Chirnside Park, Gladstone Park, Middle Park, Mill 
Park, Noble Park, Parkville, Royal Park, Wonga Park... 
And if parks, then why not broad meadows and fair 
field?...

BORONIA
The suburb Boronia was named by prominent local horticulturalist, Shire Councillor (1902-1935) and MLC (1919-
1935) A.E.Chandler in 1915. In her spendidly detailed Story of the Dandenongs (1958) Helen Coulson describes 
him as being “justly regarded as the ‘father’ of Boronia.” (p207)

HEATHMONT
A meeting in the early 1920s of a group (presumably the Heathmont Progress League) voted in favour of 
orchardist Ernest Ferdinand Wieland’s suggestion of the name ‘Heathmont’, obviously as a reflection of both 
the build and the botany. 
The heath is no longer prolific, nor do field naturalist groups hike through it as they did in the Crosbie 
Morrison and Fred Rogers eras, when the wildflower beauty of the area was well known. Today, Wombolano 
Park, Fred Rogers Reserve, Harper’s Bush and Dexter’s Bush give some idea of the area in its natural state.
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*Whilst these names may not always reflect the 
indigenous flora of the area - the fact that these 
words have been chosen gives some indication of 
how important plants and gardens were then and still 
are. Perhaps if the suburbs were re-named we would 
see a lot more reference to indigenous varieties.  
Gerry Robinson has created an extensive list of these 
suburbs and shows just how far the list could go on. 
I wonder where it would lead if it took in the whole 
of Australia and whether some States use more 
indigenous flora names than others?*(Ed)
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Uambi, Allens Rd, 
Heathmont (opposite the 
northern end of  The 
Boulevard)

Sunday May 1st, 10.00am to 12.00pm

• Tree Planting


• Botanical guided tours


• Tea, coffee and scones

• Raffles, hampers and 
prizes


• Kids activities


• Gold coin donation. All 
profits go towards the 
purchase of indigenous 
plants to be planted in 
the Heathmont area.

Sunday May 1st, 10.00am to 12.00pm

• Gold coin donation. All 
profits go towards the 
purchase of indigenous 
plants to be planted in 
the Heathmont area.

Uambi, Allens Rd, 
Heathmont (opposite the 
northern end of  The 
Boulevard)

For more information, go to 
heathmontbushcare.wordpress.com and now on

For more information, go to 
heathmontbushcare.wordpress.com and now on

Community Open Day

Uambi

Community Open Day

To be held at:

Heathmont Bushcare’s

Heathmont Bushcare’s • Tree planting


• Botanical guided tours


• Tea, coffee and scones


• Raffles, hampers and 
prizes


• Kids activities


Uambi

To be held at:

Wombolano Park
Wombolano is a like an island of native bush in the midst of the Ringwood 
East sea of houses. The park has seven hectares of remnant native bush and 
is bordered on one side by Canterbury Road.  It is home to an amazing 
120 species of indigenous ferns and flowering plants as well as a habitat for 
a diverse range of birds including the occasional powerful owl. The area is 
crisscrossed by walking trails including a sensory trail with interpretive signs 
around a small wetland area. 

Wombolano belongs to the local community and the Maroondah Council 
helps to maintain the natural environment through the activities of its bush 
crews. However, it is a constant challenge to keep out weeds such as broom, 
pittosporum and nightshade. This is why the ‘Friends of Wombolano’ is such 
an important group. They do battle with the invading weeds and replant 
native vegetation.   

However Wombolano has become a bit of a ‘scottie’….s’cot few friends….
apart from six dedicated volunteers who work from 10 am -12.00 pm on 
the third Sunday of the month, meeting in the playground area.

Wombolano really needs your help so please bring along your family, your 
kids, your neighbours and a few gardening implements. You will learn more 
about your local environment while helping to conserve a remarkable 
parcel of urban bush land.

Call Andy if you want to become one of  Wombolano’s friends on 0414 
999 491 or Merrilyn on 041 007 3514.

Andy and Mark working in Wombolano Park
More volunteers needed to help

Wombolano needs your help
Third Sunday of the month

Meet 10am in playground area
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Butterfly bars and lizard lounges
Talk by Brian Bainbridge at AGM
Notes and photos by L.Hibbs

Guest speaker at the AGM was Brian Bainbridge, an Ecological 
Restoration Planner investigating the Victorian Volcanic Plains who has 
worked for many years with the Merri Creek Management Committee. 
He retired last year as President of the Indigenous Flora and Fauna 
Association. His talk was entitled ‘Butterfly Bars and Lizard Lounges’ and 
focused on how he used local plants to attract lizards, birds and insects 
into his indigenous suburban garden. 

Brian’s main focus in his presentation was to illustrate, 
via examples taken from his own garden near the 
Merri Creek, that by attracting the right insects, you 
can then attract the right wildlife.
Butterfly bars are the flowering plants that attract 
butterflies and other insects. He frequently referred 
to the Sweet Bursaria and how significant this was in 
attracting butterflies.
His beautifully made slides showed the relationship 
between each insect and the plant to which it was 
attracted.  

Brian made reference to variation in flowering times 
and how this was important to keep the insects 
attracted. He explained how some insects have 
specific relationships with certain plants such as the 
‘Fairy Moth’ laying its eggs in the seed pod of the 
bursaria so the caterpillar can then eat the seed.  
Other plants that are good for attracting specific 
insects include wattles, where the ants like to feed on 
the glands at the base of the leaves. 

A variety of plants will attract birds for different 
reasons and you will find a greater variety of bird 
species visiting the garden. In his garden he created 
sections for attracting different species.  His garden has 
since been visited by pardolotes, grey fantails, golden 
whistlers and blue wrens.

The lizard lounges are environments that attract 
lizards such as blue tongues. They need a more open 
area in which to sun themselves but also a shelter they 
can dash into when needed. Butterflies are also cold 
blooded and also enjoy these areas where they can 
sun their wings.

For Brian grassy plazas ‘are a mosaic of small habitats 
and a highly dynamic landscape feature.’
His grassy plaza was a 5 x 5 metre native grass 
area which included wheat grass, wallaby grass and 
kanagaroo grass. Beetles love this area as does the 
blue-banded bee and the hover fly.  If you look closely 
in these small habitats you will see a wealth of life. 
Blue-banded bees also particularly like the pollen 

Photos and slides by Brian Bainbridge
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of Diannella longifolia which appears to be hidden 
unless you are a blue banded bee. They know how to 
extract this by vibrating their wing muscles, grasping 
the pollen and it pouring down inside them.

Brian gave fascinating insight into the habits of other 
insects including the peacock jumping spider, damselfly 
and ground shield bugs.
It gave us much food for thought in terms of the type 
of plants needed for insects and not just thinking of 
‘what plants attract birds.’

Ken McInnes and Brian Bainbridge deep in discussion

On this page are some of the powerpoint slides with
photos Brian used to illustrate the relationship between 
insects and birds. 
You can see the smaller birds that he found came to his 
garden (below) after planting plants such as the Bursaria 
and various native grasses (above).

Australian Admiral butterly on Bursaria Spinosa (Sweet 
Bursaria/Blackthorn)
Photo by Brian Bainbridge

All photos by Brian Bainbridge/photos from slides by L.Hibbs

Blue-tongue lizard (Tiliqua scincoides)
Photo by Ruth Jackson
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Daniella admixta
by Ruth Jackson

Cards and prints by Ruth Jackson

Pterostylis nutans by Ruth Jackson

© Copyright

©Copyright

Eucalyptus cephalocarpa by Ruth Jackson

© Copyright

Don’t forget to  return your 
plant tubes  and poly boxes
Bring back on Wednesday or Friday 
or leave outside the CRISP potting 

shed/office.

Mothers Day Gift Ideas

Health and Safety Reminder
Please consider your health and wellbeing when 
selecting which activities to join in. Many activities 
around the nursery involve lifting, bending or 
standing for long periods. Some activities can be 
adjusted where required and CRISP management 
are keen to discuss any ideas you may have to 
reduce any potential Health and Safety issues that 
you identify.

CRISP polo shirts 
designed by Jamie Holyoake
Buy now from the nursery  
Only $10
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What’s on

Save the Date – 
Saturday 16th April 10am – 1pm
We will be having an Autumn Planting Sale with 10% discount 
on all plant purchases for 1 day only. 

We will also be having an exhibition of botanical illustrations by 
local illustrator Ruth Jackson. Prints will be available for purchase 
and order. If you would like to help distribute promotional 
material please contact the nursery.

Sunday April 24th – 10 am to 12 Noon – Candlebark Park (Mel 22 G12)
Friends of Yarra Valley Parks
Collecting old guards and stakes from previous plantings. Please also bring Stanley knives or equivalent or 
scissors.
Drive on Fitzsimons Lane Templestowe to where it crosses the Yarra River and, close to the bridge on the 
South side of the river, take the small side road to the left (either side of the main road) and park in the car 
park below the bridge.
(Mel 21 G12, GPS near 203 Fitzsimons Lane, Templestowe). Follow signs to the activity site

Thursday 28 April    Mt Lofty Circuit Nature Walk
Starting at the sacred Wurundjeri Bukkertilibul dreaming site on Brushy Creek, this walk will head up to the 
highest point of Manningham, which has a view of the river and overlooks the start of the Warrandyte gorge.
Distance: 5 km     Time: 3 hours   Rating: Difficult
Bookings are open - to book: http://www.manningham.vic.gov.au/nature-walks-2016

Saturday 30th April FFDC (First Friends of Dandenong Creek)  Autumn Planting Day (200 plants) in 
Manson’s Reserve Wantirna. From 1.30-4.00pm. Enter via Selkirk Ave and walk about 500 metres to the 
planting site. Bring gloves and sturdy footwear. Free sausage sizzle and refreshments.

Free Environment Seminars are held by Manningham Council - first Wednesday of the month 
(Feb – Dec) at 7.30pm.    All are welcome. No booking is required.  

April 6th Nocturnal Birds in urban landscapes – Marion Weaving              
May 4th   Wurundjeri and land management – elder Uncle Dave Wandin  *
June 1st   Predator ecology & trees – Dr Jeff Yugovic *                  
July 6th   Yarra River – Which way will I go? – Dr Neville Rosengren *
Aug 3rd   Saltmarsh ecology – Geoff Carr                                        
Sept 7th   Melbourne Water Platypus monitoring – Josh Griffiths
Oct 5th   Drones a tool for good or evil – Rob Gration *                Nov – No Seminar
Dec 7th    Powerful Owl Research – Nick Bradsworth

* A Field Trip will be held a few days  after the seminar.  To attend a Field Trip you must have attended the 
seminar and book.  Numbers are limited. Enquiries  & booking www.manningham.vic.gov.au/environ-
ment-seminars or Phone 9840 9326
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Maroondah Environment Yahoo network
MaroondahEnvironmentNetwork@yahoogroups.com

CRISP WEBSITE

Heathmont Bushcare
Working bees held 1st Sunday of the month        Roger:  9876 6762
http://heathmontbushcare.wordpress.com

Loughies Bushland
Working bees held 1st  Saturday of the month   Carol:  9870 8126
9.30-12.30pm. Meet in Kubis Drv at the Main Entrance.                                                

First Friends of Dandenong Creek                        Lex:   9874 4326

Mullum Mullum Creek Bushcare Group            Alan:  98761319
                  0417541483

FJC Rogers Reserve                                               Don Dower:      9736 2309

Friends of Wombolano    Andy:    0414999491
Working bees held 3rd Sunday of the month      Merrilyn : 0410073514            

Friends of Ringwood Lake
Working bees held first Monday of the month  Des:         9879 4176

Meet at the Sound Shell at 10.00am    
Friends of Andersons Creek                        Richard:    9876 5382

Bungalook Conservation Reserve   
Second Sat of the month  fom 9.30am   Graeme: 8711 3454

Ringwood Field Naturalist Club                           Peter :       9801 6946 

Croydon Conservation Society                            Keith:        9723 1806

Warranwood Reserve              Margaret: 9876 3094

Warrien Reserve               
www.warrien.org     Keith:         9723 4410

Yanggai Barring, Warranwood              Pat Black:    9723 0036

Group Name Contact

LOCAL ENVIRONMENT/FRIENDS GROUPS

www.crispnursery.org.au
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PLEASE TICK √

   APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

   

Name:   __________________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________

Contact:      Tel: ______________________ Email: ______________________________________________

Direct deposit to renew membership 
Can’t get to the nursery to pay cash?  

Don’t have a cheque book?  We are making it easier for you to 
renew by direct deposit.

BSB 033 044             Account No: 149422

Ensure you put your name in the details section so we can 
update your membership

Due on July 1st each year  
(For Members joining after March, your next subscription falls due the following year.)

What does your membership mean for you?  
Apart from helping support your local Indigenous plant nursery (run by volunteers), all plants are available to you at 

reduced rates (eg. tube stock will cost $1.25 instead of $1.75 and 150mm pots cost $3.50 instead of $5.00.)  
You are also helping to keep Maroondah’s local flora and fauna alive. 

Support CRISP  and help your local environment. 
Pay now (cheque, direct debit) or drop into the nursery.   THANK YOU 

Subscriptions

Sending an email to the nursery when you make the 
deposit will ensure that your membership information 

is updated correctly.

LOCAL ENVIRONMENT/FRIENDS GROUPS

MEMBERSHIP    

(Please circle)

NEWSLETTER OPTIONS:   

I wish to continue receiving the newsletter by snail mail   o 

OR                 

 I wish to read the newsletter on the website                  o  

Please forward payment to:

The Treasurer
CRISP Nursery Inc.
PO Box 706
Heathmont, VIC 3135

SINGLE  $10 per annum

FAMILY  $15 per annum

GROUP:   $20 per annum
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If undeliverable please return to:

CRISP Nursery
Box 706
Heathmont
VIC 3135


