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Nursery Management 
    Annette O’Sullivan
    Stephanie Dean  
Committee

President   Pam Yarra
Vice President  Merrilyn Smith
Treasurer   Vivienne Osborne
Secretary   Mark Smith   
    Carmel Koesasi       
    Andy Parsons    
    Vivien Holyoake    
       
Newsletter Editor/design:  Linda Hibbs
Website manager/design:  Ken McInnes

VOLUNTEERS 
Most of the work at CRISP is carried out by volunteers. These are people from within the 

community who give their time to help provide a large range of indigenous plants for the Maroondah 
Region.  If you care about your local environment and would like to help out at the nursery,  join the 

friendly team. No experience needed. Learn the difference between various native plants, learn to 
propagate and pot up the many  seedlings.

Where are we?
CRISP is located in GREENWOOD AVE, Ringwood (just next to Jubilee Park).  

If you can’t  find a volunteer amongst the plants, walk down further and find them in a small building 
on your left, just before Reverse Art.

Come and  browse the sales section or give some of your time to help the others.

SALES AREA
Open:   
Wednesday 9.30am - 12.30pm
Friday            9.30am - 12.30pm
Saturday 10.00am -1pm (March- Nov)

CRISP Management Team

DISCLAIMER: 
Crisp Nursery Inc does not hold itself responsible for statements made or opinions expressed in CRISP news. They may 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the organisation, but are merely printed to share information with those who are 

interested in the conservation of our local flora and related environmental concerns.

Front Cover Photo by Aden Hibbs Bridge
Glasshouse seedlings

New CRISP WEBSITE
www.crispnursery.org.au
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A Note from the Editor

Winter is upon us with those icy cold winds and some welcome rain. It is that 
time of year when I greatly admire the volunteers who brave the weather on 
Wednesdays, Fridays and the Saturday sales to ensure the plants at CRISP are 
in fine form. Well done to everyone who turns up - you do a wonderful job.

As part of the year 9 program at Ringwood Secondary College all students 
take part in a project where they volunteer a few hours with a non profit 
community organisation. Two students attended CRISP as part of their project 
in June.

When I popped into the nursery the other day, something that caught my eye 
was the wonderful new 4th edition of the book Flora of Melbourne by Marilyn 
Bull. You can find details in the newsletter. Something that I would really love 
to follow up, however, are the stories that Jean Galliot and others can pass on 
about their experiences in recording and collecting plant samples for the first 
edition of this book. I would love to hear from you and share your experiences 
with others in the next newsletter. 

I was all set to finish this edition, typing away on the keyboard, when there was 
a massive bang at the front of the house and we were plunged into darkness. 
As we cautiously ventured outside with torches we discovered that a large 
gum tree from the neighbour’s front yard had upended itself and fallen across 
the road, taking our power bracket and phone line with it.  Ironically, after 
all the wind we had had, it was a very still evening. I was impressed with the 
speed at which firstly the fire brigade arrived, then the SES (luckily not so busy 
that night), the Ausnet power guys and others whose role it was to secure the 
live wires and cut up the tree. As any of you who have had power and phone 
go out will know, it is not an easy process to retore. We now have power but 
I am still without phone and internet. Luckily Stephanie and I can text each 
other and friends have let me work on their internet - so your newsletter will still 
arrive on time.

While you are warming those cold hands with a cup of tea - have a thought 
to how you might want to plan your garden when the spring arrives.
Enjoy the newsletter. I hope to have many more of your stories in the next 
edition.  Thanks to Carol Clark, Tony Twining and Annette O’Sullivan for your 
contributions, Olwyn for her proofreading at such short notice, Stephanie for 
her support and to everyone else who makes this newsletter what it is.

Enjoy your garden as it soaks up the rain...
Linda Hibbs
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Committee Corner

It has been good to have autumn rain and now real winter rain after such a hot 
dry summer. If ever there was a time to grow Australian native plants, especially 
local indigenous plants, it is now. With the unpredictable nature of weather 
patterns, and forecasts of hot dry summers, growing water-wise plants is a 
sensible choice. Autumn and winter are good times to plant out natives, as they 
will get a chance to establish before summer.

In June we saw the launch of the 4th edition of Flora of Melbourne. This book 
provides an insight into the indigenous plants across greater Melbourne. The 
author Marilyn Bull’s intent is to give readers- everyone from home gardeners 
to botanists - an idea of both vegetation that grew in the past and what grows 
now. CRISP library has two copies of this book available for members to borrow. 
It makes good reading with colour photos and sketches, especially if the 
weather is too wet for gardening.

A reminder that the General Meeting will be held on Thursday 17th July at 
7.30pm at Federation Estate, Greenwood Avenue, Ringwood. Our guest 
speaker, Graeme Lorimer, will speak about ‘The role of indigenous nurseries 
conserving locally threatened plants’.  This topic is especially relevant with the 
urban spread of our city, and the risk of losing many endangered species.

The committee has discussed the option for members to receive their newsletter 
on-line if they choose or to receive it by mail as usual. Would you please 
indicate your preference when you renew your membership at the end of 
June? (see further details in the newsletter).

CRISP nursery could not function so well without the regular commitment of 
many volunteers: propagating, seed cleaning, Saturday sales, bush planting 
and the committee. New volunteers are always welcome in a friendly and 
supportive environment.

Thank you to all the volunteers and staff for their dedication and hard work.
Pam Yarra
President

CRISP General Meeting
Thursday 17th July 7.30pm

Our next AGM is early in 2015, but a general meeting has been organised 
for July this year as the nursery makes the transition to a ‘calendar year’ of 

operation.
At the meeting you can hear updated reports on the activities of the nursery 
and we are very pleased to have Dr Graeme Lorimer, a  local botanist and 

ecologist, speaking about ‘The role of indigenous nurseries in conserving locally 
threatened plants’.

7.30 pm (supper provided)
Federation Estate, Greenwood Street,

Ringwood
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Nursery Report
The big excitement around the nursery recently 
has been the purchase of the new Flora of 
Melbourne. What a fantastic resource for the 
nursery and anyone interested in the local 
indigenous flora. The new edition has colour 
pictures of most of the plants and information 
on the habitats where they are found. The 
launch on Saturday 21st June was well 
attended by people who had contributed to 
the book and others with an interest in the flora 
of Melbourne. It was a good opportunity to talk 
to like-minded plant enthusiasts. Copies of this 
book are available from good booksellers or 
the Australian Plant Society.

We have been busy with packing orders and 
sending out plants over past few months. Many 
of these plants have been used to revegetate 
our local reserves. Around 2500 of the plants 
were ones that are considered to be locally 
rare. These have been used in bushland 
areas to boost the genetic material and 
diversity. This strategy is being used to increase 
the population of certain plants such as 
Gompholobium huegelii, Acacia aculeatissima, 
Bracteanthea palustris and Pimelia humulis. 
These are plants which all provide a challenge 
to try and work out the best means of 
propagating and growing. We hope that they 
are able to survive, thrive and reproduce when 
they get back out into the reserves. We will 
have some of these rare plants available in the 
Sales Area over the next couple of months.

We were invited by the Maroondah City 
Council to provide plants for the Citizenship 
Ceremony that was held in May. It was great 
that 110 of our new local citizens were given 
a plant of local provenance to celebrate the 
occasion.

We have continued with our fortnightly Monday 
morning in the reserves, from 9am and 12pm. 
Over the past few months we have planted at 
Cherry Tree Reserve, planted and weeded at 
Heathmont Oval, removed woody weeds at 
H E Parker Reserve and Kalinda Urban Forest 
and undertaken site preparation along Taralla 
Creek for a planting in July. These days out in 
the reserves have been a great opportunity to 
explore the reserves, observe the vegetation 
and be actively involved in preserving and 

enhancing our local environment. Many thanks 
to those that have joined in with these activities.

If you are unable to attend our daytime 
activities maybe seed cleaning evenings are 
more suitable. These are relaxed evenings 
where we prepare collected seed for storage 
and enjoy conversation and cake in the tea 
room at the nursery. If you would like to join in, 
the next one will be Wednesday 30th July 7pm 
– 9pm. 

Many thanks to the committee members, all 
the volunteers and members who support the 
activities of the nursery and make it such a 
great place to work.  We hope to catch up with 
many of you at the General Meeting on 17th 
July.

Annette & Stephanie

Below: Plants given to new citizens at te
Citizen Ceremony in May
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Croydon Conservation Society...

Hochkins Ridge, tree planting 1993 Hochkins Ridge 2005

Matteo Grilli Wildlife Art: A soft 
spot for Botanical Art
matteogrilli.blogspot.com

This year is Croydon Conservation Society’s 
Golden Jubilee. Croydon Conservation 
Society is a non-profit community volunteer 
organisation which since 1964 has been 
actively conserving the best of our local 
environment for us all to enjoy. Indigenous 
species have been planted in many locations, 
keeping CCS members and our local 
indigenous inhabitants alive and flourishing.

CCS has no allegiances to any businesses, 
or other specific interest groups. It does 
have group membership in the Australian 
Conservation Foundation and it receives 
some administrative funding support from 
Maroondah Council’s community group 
funding, for which its members are very 
grateful.

CRISP congratulates CCS on its Golden Jubilee 
and wishes the group all the best in celebrating 
an amazing fifty years of commitment to the 
preservation of the local indigenous flora and 
fauna.

One example of the vital work done by 
Croydon Conservation Society is Cheong Park 
in Croydon.CCS played a significant role in 
saving Cheong Park. A council engineer’s plan 
to straighten the Eastfield Rd railway bridge 
would have had the park bisected, with both 
the resulting parcels of land being unsustainably 
small and prone to degradation and weed 
infestation. Local identity and CCS committee 
member, Jim Burns was instrumental in gaining 
protection for the reserve.
Cheong Park is protected by a covenant set in 
place by Benjamin Cheong, the original owner.

In the late 1980’s children from Tinternvale and 
Eastwood Primary Schools began replanting 
at Cheong Park Wildflower Reserve with the 
expert help of naturalist Cecily Faulkingham. 
Overhead cables were aerially bundled so as 
to prevent further destruction from pruning trees 
for clearance. This project developed with the 
coordination of Liz Sanzaro in an attempt to 
involve young people in conservation.
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Golden Jubilee

Dear CRISP,

Our environmental community is a dedicated and well connected group of 
individuals who have instant rapport, given we do not have to explain 
why our environment is so critically important.

Over the years there has been quite a lot of interaction between members
of CCS and CRISP. We enjoyed hearing from Mullum Mullum Creek Bushcare 
Group co-ordinator and CRISP member Alan Strachan as our guest speaker 
at our AGM in 2013. We have also been assisted by or in contact with 
Ken McInnes, for his work on Mullum Mullum, Carol Clarke at Loughies, 
Margaret Baber from Bushlinks, Cecily Faulkingham who assisted us at 
Cheong Wildflower reserve, Ruth Jackson for her spectacular images 
capturing the beauty of native bushland and its inhabitants. Also a long 
time back Eva Buchannan was helpful with her vision for Ringwood Lake 
master plan, which we were involved with. Brad Curtis was most helpful 
with a small group of local residents at Birt’s Hill reserve over many years. 
CCS has always valued the input of CRISP members.

CCS congratulates Crisp on its 20 years of commitment to the growth and 
promotion of local indigenous species.
Your team fit hand in glove with our vision to keep Maroondah green and 
with an all-round healthy environment, into the future. CCS thanks all 
of you who contribute as volunteers to enhance our local living environment.

Liz Sanzaro.
President
(on behalf of the committee)
Croydon Conservation Society

Croydon	  Conservation	  Society	  

active	  in	  our	  community	  

	  

	  

	  

• Providing	  community	  advice	  regarding	  Planning	  &	  
Environmental	  issues	  

• On	  line	  -‐	  local	  information,	  flora,	  fauna	  and	  
broader	  enviromental	  concerns	  

• Encouraging	  Local	  Government	  &	  residents	  to	  

sustain	  local	  	  character	  
• Instrumental	  in	  protecting	  and	  enhancing	  tree	  

canopy&	  wildlife	  corridors	  across	  our	  region	  

Our	   thanks	   to	   the	   financial	  members	  who	   keep	   us	   afloat.	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  join	  us	  into	  Maroondah’s	  future?	  

www.croydonconservation.org.au	  
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Behind the name: 
Hakea nodosa - Yellow Hakea
by Tony Twining

Hakea nodosa belongs to the family of 
Proteaceae which also includes Banksia, 
Embothrium, Grevillea and Dryandra. Hakeas 
are named after Baron Christian Ludwig von 
Hake, the 18th century German patron of 
botany.
                                     
This species was first formally described by 
botanist Robert Brown in 1810. Robert Brown 
was part of Matthew Flinders’ Investigator 
expedition in 1801 and he spent three and half 
years collecting about 3400 species, of which 
about 2000 were previously unknown. On 
returning to England he set to work to publish 
in 1810,  Prodromus Florae Novae Hollandiae 
et Insulae Van Diemen, the first systematic 
account of the Australian flora, in which he laid 
the foundations for Australian botany. 

Brown's name is commemorated in the 
Australia herb genus Brunonia as well as 
numerous Australian species such as Eucalyptus 
brownii and Banksia brownii. His name is also 
remembered in landmarks in Tasmania, Brown's 
River, and in South Australia, Mount Brown and 
Point Brown which were named for him by 
Matthew Flinders 

The specific epithet is derived from the Latin 
word nodosus meaning ‘knobbly’ or ‘gnarled’, 
referring to the fruits.

Australian native plants society (Australia) http://anpsa.
org.au/h-nod.html  
Encyclopaedia Britannica:
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/81618/
Robert-Brown 
Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Brown_
(botanist) 

Photos by Melanie Dean
Note: Hakea nodosa is a useful garden plant that can grow 
up to 3m tall x 2m. It tolerates a wide variety of conditions 
and grows well in moist or dry positions in full sun to full 
shade. Masses of small fragrant flowers appear  from April 
– August. It responds well to pruning and is widespread in 
local reserves.



CRISP Nursery Newsletter Winter 2014 CRISP Nursery Newsletter Winter 2014 9

Membership Application

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

____________________________________________

__________________________Postcode: ________

Contact number: ___________________________

Email: ______________________________________

Date:  ___________________

Membership (Please circle):

Individual/Family/Group

Donation: ________      Total: ________

Designed by Indah Creations & Publications
                                                         (L.Hibbs)

CRISP
Individual: $10 per year
Family: $15 per year
Group: $20 per year

Please copy the form 
below and send with 
payment to:

The Secretary
CRISP Nursery
PO Box 706
Heathmont 3135

Wednesday, Friday  9.30am -12.30pm 
Saturday 10.00-1.00pm (March- Nov, 1st and 3rd of Month) Indigenous Plant Nursery

Membership fees

17 Greenwood Ave
Ringwood VIC 3134
Tel. (03) 9879 3911
Fax (03) 9879 1161
Email: crisp@melbpc.org.au

Plant photos by Annette O’Sullivan 

Opening Times

Printed on recycled paper

CRISP Nursery 
Location
17 Greenwood Ave.
Ringwood, VIC 3134

With support from Maroondah City Council 
Printed by RA Printing Kilsyth

Membership Application

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

____________________________________________

__________________________Postcode: ________

Contact number: ___________________________

Email: ______________________________________

Date:  ___________________

Membership (Please circle):

Individual/Family/Group

Donation: ________      Total: ________

Designed by Indah Creations & Publications
                                                         (L.Hibbs)

CRISP
Individual: $10 per year
Family: $15 per year
Group: $20 per year

Please copy the form 
below and send with 
payment to:

The Secretary
CRISP Nursery
PO Box 706
Heathmont 3135

Wednesday, Friday  9.30am -12.30pm 
Saturday 10.00-1.00pm (March- Nov, 1st and 3rd of Month) Indigenous Plant Nursery

Membership fees

17 Greenwood Ave
Ringwood VIC 3134
Tel. (03) 9879 3911
Fax (03) 9879 1161
Email: crisp@melbpc.org.au

Plant photos by Annette O’Sullivan 

Opening Times

Printed on recycled paper

CRISP Nursery 
Location
17 Greenwood Ave.
Ringwood, VIC 3134

With support from Maroondah City Council 
Printed by RA Printing Kilsyth

FJC Rogers Reserve
An Appeal for Help....

Wallflower Orchid (Diuris orientis)

Photo by Nathan Johnson

Volunteers desperately needed to 
help preserve this important piece of 
bushland in Heathmont...

This reserve of only 2.5 acres adjoining the 
Heathmont railway station and owned by VicRail 
was previously destined for housing development. 
But during the 1960s, Fred Rogers, a local school 
principal perhaps more well known as a naturalist, 
knowing that it held remnant bushland which was 
fast disappearing in the Heathmont area, began 
negotiations with VicRail to save it.

Eventually the (then) Ringwood Council acquired 
a 99 year lease on the land, thus saving many 
treasures from extinction, especially about 18 
species of orchids.
Fred then began to plant as many species of 
Australian plants as he had, even though they were 
not all local indigenous.

These are now beginning to die out.
Over many years, some Australian Plant Society 
members have cared for the reserve, removing 
heaps of weeds, seedlings dropped by birds, and of 
course the inevitable rubbish dumped there.

Roger and Gwen Elliot began a regular monthly 
working bee there several years ago.
As the years have passed, only two or three are 
carrying on this work, and more helpers are being 
sought. If anyone can spare a couple of hours on 
the first Wednesday of every month between 12 
noon and 2 pm, we can introduce you to a very 
lovely piece of Heathmont.

Please contact Jean Galliott if you would like to 
help. Phone 9870 4132

FJC Rogers Reserve has been classified as 
vegetation type Valley Healthy Forest.

The following list represents some of the common 
and some of the rare and significant (*) plants found 
in the reserve.

Upper storey
Red Stringybark - Eucalyptus macrorhyncha
Narrow-leaf Peppermint – Eucalyptus radiata
Messmate – Eucalyptus obliqua
Bundy – Eucalyptus goniocalyx

Middle storey
Silver Banksia – Banksia marginata*
Hazel Pomaderris – Pomaderris aspera
Prickly Moses - Acacia verticillata
Juniper wattle - Acacia ulicifolia*
Victorian Christmas Bush – Prostanthera lasianthos
Tree Everlasting - Ozothamnus ferrugineus
Myrtle Wattle – Acacia myrtifolia
Shiny Cassinia – Cassinia longifolia
Sweet Bursaria – Bursaria spinosa

Lower storey
Common Appleberry – Billiardiera scandens
Tall Sundew - Drosera peltata subsp. auriculata*
Common Hovea – Hovea linearis
Handsome Flat-pea - Platylobium formosum
Common Correa – Correa reflexa
Erect Guinea-flower - Hibbertia riparia
Small St John’s Wort – Hypericum gramineum
Trailing Goodenia - Goodenia lanata
Purple Coral-pea - Hardenbergia violacea

Grasses, Sedges and Rushes
Red-anther Wallaby-grass - Joycea pallida
Slender Sword-sedge - Lepidosperma gunnii*
Wattle Mat-rush - Lomandra filiformis
Leafy Wallaby-grass - Austrodanthonia linkii var. fulva
Purple-sheathed Tussock - Poa ensiformis

Lilies and Orchids
Wallflower Orchid - Diuris orientis*
Leopard Orchid - Diuris pardina*
Wax-lip Orchid - Glossodia major
Blue Stars - Chamaescilla corymbosa*

Wax-lip orchid
shop.rbg.vic.gov.au
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  Microlaena lawn

Microlaena stipoides

by Annette O’Sullivan

I said that I didn’t want a lawn. I imagined a 
garden with areas of mulch, shrubs and trees, 
some ground covers and easy to look after. I 
didn’t want a lawn because firstly...you have 
to mow it and secondly... because you have 
to mow it! Paul, however, wanted that open 
green space that you get with a lawn and 
thought it would be good for the dogs as it 
would provide somewhere green and cool 
for them to lie. So, we decided that if we 
were going to have a lawn it would have to 
be indigenous and ..Paul would have to look 
after it. So deal done, we started to get our 
Microlaena lawn established.

We started with a few remnant plants in a sea 
of grassy weed species. Bit by bit we papered 
and mulched over the weeds, hand weeded 
around the Microlaena that was left and let 
them self seed and make new plants. We 
added a few plants bought from the nursery 
(plugs in 40 cell trays) to boost numbers and to 
get it established quicker. Now we have the 
mainly Microlaena lawn. 

Paul occasionally hand weeds small bits of Poa 
annua and Panic Veldt that spring up, and 
mows it and it looks good. No need for fertiliser 
and no watering for this hardy grass at our 
place. It does die back a bit in summer without 
watering but soon comes back with some rain. 
It grows from underground stolons so it is a very 
tough customer and hard to pull out. It has 
been going strong for the past fifteen years; it 
has survived the punishment metered out by 
one large and one not so large dog, and a 
normal amount of human traffic. 

It can escape though and gets into the garden 
beds and onto the pathways. The seed heads 
are on long arching stems and reach over the 
beds and drop their seeds. The aptly named 
Weeping grass (Microlaena stipoides) flowers 
from October through to March and is suitable 
for full sun or part shade. It is a common species 
across Melbourne.
Good luck with getting your Microlaena lawn 
started.
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What’s on...
With thanks to Maroondah Bushlinks
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BUSHCARE MAJOR DAY OUT
This year’s Australia-wide Bushcare Major Day Out 
will be held on September  7th , the 25th anniversary 
of Landcare. If you have any activities within a week 
or so of that date they can be included - registered 
at  http://www.bushcaresmajordayout.org/register
  
Warranwood Reserve Committee reports that 
wetlands have been created in the area of an old 
dam which had become covered with weeds. 
The area is between Kardinia Crescent and Omeo 
Parade, and close to the Warranwood Primary 
School. The committee has applied for two further 
grants to extend the wetlands, creating more ponds.
 
LIVING LINKS WEBSITE 
The new Living Links website has been finalised and 
is available publicly. It features an interactive map 
and details of many projects that together will help 
link the parks, reserves, walking paths, wetlands, 
beaches and other natural areas of Melbourne's 
south east. See http://livinglinks.com.au/news/new-
living-links-website for more details.

The Croydon Conservation Soc. reports that the 
bushland at 43 Eastfield Rd will continue to be a 
significant piece of wildlife corridor with its ninety or 
so tall trees on site. Better still, the local residents are 
in the process of forming a “Friends group” and will 
be supported by Council with plants and assistance 
in taking care of and keeping this land as a valuable 
space in a wildlife corridor across the geographical 
feature known as the Wicklow Ridgeline.
 
As in previous years, Manningham, Boroondara and 
Nillumbik will be holding various activities as part 
of their “Spring Outdoors”.  Details will be available 
at  http://www.manningham.vic.gov.au/live/
environment/environment_workshops_seminars.html
 

Membership

Options for receiving 
newsletter
See page 15

Do we have your current email? 
Many emails bounce and some members have not given 
us an email address. If you haven’t received emails this 
year about Plant Sales Days, updates from the nursery, 

reminders about special activities including seed clean-
ing evenings, planting days and Monday Mornings in the 

Reserves, let us know as soon as possible. 
Email: crisp@melbpc.org.au

All membership renewals are due 1st July.  
A renewal form is included on last page of 
newsletter. 

Free Environment Seminars are held by 
Manningham Council  on the first Wednesday of the 
month (Feb – Dec) at 7.30pm. All are welcome. No 
booking is required. 
 
July 2nd Fungi – diversity, roles, management & 
conservation – Dr Tom May*

Seminars for the following months have been 
organised, but have yet to be advertised.
These seminars will be held in the Chandelier Room, 
(upstairs in ) The Grand Hotel, Yarra St Warrandyte   
* Field Trip (bus tour) Thurs 3rd July, 10.00 – 2.00pm 
must have attended the seminar and booked  
Enquiries  & booking 9840 9124
 
Manningham Nature Walks  Thursdays At 9.30
July 24th  9.30am Diamond Creek – Hohnes Hill 
and the Yarra confluence. Distance 3.25km  Time 
2.5hrs Rating Moderate (mostly flat & easy, some 
‘moderate’)

Aug 28th 9.30 am Andersons Creek – Fourth Hill
    Distance 3.5Km  Time 3 hrs   Rating Difficult

Sept 25th Mullum Mullum Creek,  Mullum Mullum Park 
and Yarran Dheran
    Distance 3km       Time 3hrs   Rating Moderate 
(Some steep sections)

Oct  23rd Watsons Creek – Happy Valley Branch
     Distance 6 km      Time 4 hrs  Rating Difficult

Nov 27th  Koonung Creek - Donvale to Doncaster
      Distance 5km       Time 2.5hrs  Rating easy
Booking is essential. To book or for more information 
phone 9840-9124 or email eepadmin@manningham.
vic.gov.au 
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It seems that the vine, Pandorea pandorana 
or Wonga-wonga Vine is a problem in some 
bushland areas, taking over the smaller and 
more vulnerable plants. Whilst it is a native 
plant, given the right conditions, it can spread 
easily, especially where the soil conditions  
have improved. The following is an account by 
Carol Clark regarding Loughies bushland.

Pandorea is spreading at a great rate around 
Loughies Bushland. The Friends’ group did not 
watch over it last year, and while our backs 
were turned, it has covered many metres of 
the bushland. It seems to be strangling and 
eliminating large patches of some species. 
Our plan is to dig up a plethora of young small 
Pandoreas before they start to take over. 
Keeping an eye on Pandoreas in your gardens 
and backyards and removing small seedlings 
is best way to try and control this plant is to 
ensure it does not get out of hand.

Editor’s Note: 
Pandorea pandorana can be found in eastern 
Australia from Queensland to Tasmania growing 
vigorously over tall trees. 

The name Pandorea pandorana is derived from the 
legend of the Greek goddess Pandora, because of the 
similarity of the seed capsules to Pandora’s Box.

Unfortunately, most nurseries don’t warn buyers to 
keep this plant in check to prevent it escaping into 
local bushland areas. Yate’s website, for example, 
misleadingly states the following: ‘And, while some 
climbers have a reputation for trying to take over the 
garden, there are three groups of climbers that are 
well-mannered and very polite garden performers,’ 
and lists Pandorea pandorana as one of these.
They are obviously not aware of its vigourous growth 
in certain conditions. 

Botanical Illustration of Pandorea Pandorana by
Edward Minchen 1862-1913

Less Common Maroondah Weeds
Over 10 years ago, an unknown species was found 
in Warranwood Reserve by Dr. Graeme Lorimer. With 
some difficulty, the Herbarium identified the plants 
as Mercurialis annua (Annual Mercury), a native to 
Europe which grows in disturbed areas, but is only 
recorded at a few sites in Australia. 

The species has separate male and female plants. 
As an annual, the plants are easy to pull-out, but 
also produce a lot of seeds. The original plants in 
Warranwood Reserve were in two distinct areas, 
about 5 mins walk apart. One area was where 
rocks had been ‘dumped’ prior to erosion control 
earthworks, and the other close to a house with 
many of these plants in part of their garden. Since 
then the plant has travelled down the creek lines in 
the reserve. The reserve committee members have 
become experts at spying the species, and think the 
numbers of new plants are now decreasing. 

About three years ago, another weed, Nassella 
trichotoma (Serrated Tussock grass) was found on 
the roadside, not far from Warranwood Reserve. 
About that time a nearby neighbour had some rocks 
delivered, and the road was also resurfaced. Either 
of these could be the source of the seeds of the 
plant which is common on the west of Melbourne, 
but not in the east. The original plants were dug-up, 
but there have been infestations since – the latest 
found last month. So it is obvious there is a need to 
look out for new weeds before they can take hold, 
especially where machinery or materials are taken 
into bush areas.
 (Quoted from Bushlinks News)
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Pandorea Pandorana 
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The following is an edited extract from the 
Croydon Conservation Society
http://www.croydonconservation.org.au

Some garden plants can ‘jump the fence’, ‘go 
bush’ and become environmental weeds. These 
plants may ‘escape’ because they are dumped or 
are spread by means that take them beyond the 
garden fence. 

About 32,000 species of plants have been 
introduced into Australia; of these 8% or 2,100 are 
known environmental weeds. The direct cost of 
weeds to just the agricultural industry is estimated 
to be $3.3 billion a year – this is without the cost to 
the environment and biodiversity. The 2001 State of 
the Environment Report states that 65% of Australian 
environmental weeds are garden escapees.

There is no ‘legal definition’ of an environmental 
weed however the ‘Flora and Fauna Guarantee 
Strategy: Conservation of Victoria’s Biodiversity’ uses 
Geoff Carr’s 1988 definitions of an Environmental 
Weed viz. ‘Environmental weeds are naturalised 
non-indigenous plant species which adversely affect 
the survival or regeneration of indigenous species in 
natural or partly natural communities.’ 

Dr. Graeme Lorimer, author of various bush 
reserves’ Management Plans, and the main author 
of the Study of Sites of Biological Significance in 
Maroondah defines an Environmental weed as; ‘A 
plant that does not occur naturally in a particular 
area of vegetation and that is having an adverse 
effect on species of flora and/or fauna that do 
occur naturally in that area. These adverse effects 
could be through displacement, competition for 
resources, toxic effects or prevention of the natural 
flora or fauna from re-establishing in the area’. 

Plants can spread by
•The seed being blown by wind eg Desert Ash
   (Fraxinus angustifolia subsp. Angustifolia),
•Storm water washing away a piece of the plant
  which eventually sticks to the sides of gutters, 
  creeks or rivers, eg Pussy-willow (Salix X reichardtii),
• Storm water washing away seed eg Common
   Violet (Viola odorata),
• Birds eating the fleshy fruits of the plant and
   defecating up to 2 km away eg Western Australian
   Bluebell Creeper (Sollya heterophylla), and Sweet
   Pittosporum (Pittosporum undulatum),
• Animal eating the fruit or seeds and defecating
   later eg Cherry-plum (Prunus cerasifera),
• Ants carrying wattle seed to their nests – up
   to about 75m away eg Sallow Wattle (Acacia
   longifolia),

• Seed pods bursting & spreading seed up to 2m
   away eg Broom; English Broom (Cytisus scoparius)
   or Cape Broom (Genista monspessulana),
• Sticky Seeds sticking to animal fur and human 
   clothes eg Wood Forget-me-nots (Myosotis
   sylvatica),
• Ground covers creeping into neighbouring
   properties eg Wandering Jew (Tradescantia
   albiflora),
• Dumping of garden rubbish – almost any plant
   that sets and grows from seed, has bulbs or corms 
  (eg freesia), or reproduces vegetatively.

If a plant in a garden is able to spread by itself eg 
by runners or seed, this is an indication that it could 
become an environmental weed. Also any plant 
which can regenerate from plant pieces eg willow, 
should never be planted where the pieces that 
break off can be washed into the drainage/creek 
system.

Plants which set seed and are grown for their 
foliage or flowers such as agapanthus (Agapanthus 
praecox subsp. Orientalis) have the potential to 
become an environmental weed. However, the 
gardener may still decide to grow the plant but 
cut-off the flower heads after the petals have fallen, 
but before the seeds develop. It is also better for 
such species to be planted only in positions where 
the seed cannot be washed into neighbouring 
properties, or the gutters and then into the creeks.

Unfortunately, some plants are grown for their 
attractive seed heads. One such plant is Tufted 
Fountain-grass (Pennesetum setaceum) which has 
become a popular garden plant. But because it is 
spread by the wind, gardeners cannot prevent it 
from spreading, so gardeners are urged to choose 
an indigenous (local native) grass instead.

Similarly, many gardeners like to grow plants with 
berries to attract the birds, but the birds spread the 
seeds far and wide. 

Apart from plants like ivy which are hard to remove, 
grasses are often the hardest environmental weeds 
to remove from a bush area. So when caring for a 
lawn, mow it before the plants produce seed; and if 
the species of grass spreads by rhizomes, make sure 
you contain the grasses within you lawn area.

The best way to combat weeds is to plant indige-
nous species in your garden instead. If you do have 
non-ingenous plants in your garden, keep an eye on 
them to try and make sure you are not encouraging 
them to jump the fence and infest local bushlands.
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Sunday 27th July 2014

 
National Tree Day - will be on Sunday 27th July 
& Schools Tree Day Friday 25th July, 
http://treeday.planetark.org
Check the website for opportunities to get 
involved.

What is National Tree Day?
National Tree Day and Schools Tree Day 
combine to make Australia’s biggest 
community tree-planting and nature care 
event. Co-ordinated by Planet Ark and proudly 
sponsored by Toyota, these are special days 
for all Australians to help out by planting and 
caring for native trees and shrubs to improve 
the environment in which they live. National 
Tree Day started in 1996 and since then more 
than 2.8 million people have planted 20 million 
seedlings!

Special Day For Schools
Each year, around 200 000 Australian school 
students participate in a special National Tree 
Day event designed just for children – Schools 
Tree Day! It’s a wonderful opportunity for 
children to make a contribution to Australia’s 
natural environment and have lots of fun at the 
same time.

Getting involved in Schools Tree Day is a great 
thing to do. You can see your teachers get their 
hands dirty, make your school look beautiful, 
have fun with your friends and help the 
environment all at once!

CRISP polo shirts 
designed by Jamie Holyoake.
Buy now from the nursery  
Only $10

What’s on
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Published by Hyland House Publishing (with 
support by the Australian Plant Society 
Maroondah Inc.)

The author of this new fourth edition is Marilyn 
Bull.  Marilyn has been a member of the 
Australian Plants Society since the late 1970s 
and is an Honorary Life member of both APS 
Maroondah and APS Victoria. 

‘It was in 1984 that John Knight, a member of 
the Australian Plants Society Maroondah, had 
the idea for a text that rectified the then dearth 
of information on Melbourne’s indigenous 
plants’. He, Bull and other members set about 
producing a guide outlining 200 indigenous 
species suitable for home gardens. Jean Galliot, 
Lola and Charlie Mensch, Eva Buchanan were 

involved, along withand others from CRISP at 
that time. They came up with 1100 species. 
With meticulous care each and every plant was 
accurately recorded and photographed.

For fourteen years, Marilyn worked as a 
horticulturist and curator of the Karwarra 
Australian Plant Garden in Kalorama. Since 
leaving the garden she has written an online 
plant directory of the indigenous plants for the 
Yarra Ranges council. 
The artist whose sketches appear throughout 
the book, George Stolfo also joined the 
APS Maroondah in the late 1970s and has a 
personal interest in grasses and indigenous 
plant communities. 

Marilyn has revised the entire text from the 
third edition which was published in 2001, 
photographed many of the species and 
coordinated new contributions.

The wonderfully thick 608 page volume 
opens with an extensive look at the habitat 
of Melbourne’s indigenous vegetation 
communities, the soil of Melbourne, and 
overview of the Bushland management plans 
by Darcy Duggan There is a chapter devoted 
to weeds of Melbourne and a detailed locality 
guide for reserves and bushland areas.
The plant identification section is separated into 
flowering and non flowering plants.  

Options: 
Receive newsletter by mail or access online? 

The nursery committee is offering members two 
options for the newsletter:

1) Keep on receiving the black and white
    version via snail mail (possibly some
    colour in future)
OR

2) Be notified by email when a colour
    version has been uploaded to the 
    websit: www.crispnursery.org.au

If you would like the second option, please 
indicate or your membership form when you 
renew your membership, or email the nursery 
before the Spring newsletter: 
crisp@melbpc.org.au
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Monday Mornings in the Reserves

Membership Application

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

____________________________________________

__________________________Postcode: ________

Contact number: ___________________________

Email: ______________________________________

Date:  ___________________

Membership (Please circle):

Individual/Family/Group

Donation: ________      Total: ________

Designed by Indah Creations & Publications
                                                         (L.Hibbs)

CRISP
Individual: $10 per year
Family: $15 per year
Group: $20 per year

Please copy the form 
below and send with 
payment to:

The Secretary
CRISP Nursery
PO Box 706
Heathmont 3135

Wednesday, Friday  9.30am -12.30pm 
Saturday 10.00-1.00pm (March- Nov, 1st and 3rd of Month) Indigenous Plant Nursery

Membership fees

17 Greenwood Ave
Ringwood VIC 3134
Tel. (03) 9879 3911
Fax (03) 9879 1161
Email: crisp@melbpc.org.au

Plant photos by Annette O’Sullivan 

Opening Times

Printed on recycled paper

CRISP Nursery 
Location
17 Greenwood Ave.
Ringwood, VIC 3134

With support from Maroondah City Council 
Printed by RA Printing Kilsyth

Membership Application

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

____________________________________________

__________________________Postcode: ________

Contact number: ___________________________

Email: ______________________________________

Date:  ___________________

Membership (Please circle):

Individual/Family/Group

Donation: ________      Total: ________

Designed by Indah Creations & Publications
                                                         (L.Hibbs)

CRISP
Individual: $10 per year
Family: $15 per year
Group: $20 per year

Please copy the form 
below and send with 
payment to:

The Secretary
CRISP Nursery
PO Box 706
Heathmont 3135

Wednesday, Friday  9.30am -12.30pm 
Saturday 10.00-1.00pm (March- Nov, 1st and 3rd of Month) Indigenous Plant Nursery

Membership fees

17 Greenwood Ave
Ringwood VIC 3134
Tel. (03) 9879 3911
Fax (03) 9879 1161
Email: crisp@melbpc.org.au

Plant photos by Annette O’Sullivan 

Opening Times

Printed on recycled paper

CRISP Nursery 
Location
17 Greenwood Ave.
Ringwood, VIC 3134

With support from Maroondah City Council 
Printed by RA Printing Kilsyth

Left: Monday Morning 
in the Reserves: 
Cherry Tree Reserve

Don’t forget to  return your 
plant tubes and pots 

Bring back on Wednesday or Friday 
or leave outside the CRISP potting 

shed/office.

Below:
Aden Bridge (left), Sam Hill (right) ). See story on next page.Student volunteers

Helichrysum 
scorpiodies
photo by 
Annette O’Sullivan

Acacia
pycnantha (right)
photo by
Annette O’Sullivan

Acacia pycnantha
Cheryl Hodges
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by Linda Hibbs

On Friday the 13th of June, the nursery 
volunteers were joined by two year 9 students 
from Ringwood Secondary College as part 
of their ‘Volunteer Project’.  The project 
involved participating as a volunteer in a 
not-for-profit organisation and producing a 
short documentary afterwards about their 
experience.  

Sam and Aden took lots of photos as well 
as conducting a wonderful interview with 
Stephanie about the history and aims of CRISP 
and its contribution to the local environment. 
Both boys learnt how to clean and sort seeds 
and saw ome of the work that the other 
volunteers were involved in.

They also enjoyed offering their assistance in 
connecting the mini microscope to the laptop 
so that seeds and plants can be viewed in 
great detail on the computer. The younger 
generation’s ease with technology was much 
appreciated.

The following are some of the photos that Aden 
took during his time at the nursery. The data 
collected will be presented as a three minute 
movie documentary to other members of their 
class.

This is a wonderful way for young people to 
learn about the great work done by volunteers 
all over Maroondah and it is particularly special 
to me that Aden chose to do his voluntary work 
at CRISP, as he is my son.
(see photos on previous page)

Student volunteers 

All photos by Aden Bridge
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Heathmont Bushcare
Working bees held 1st Sunday of the month       Roger:  9876 6762
http://heathmontbushcare.wordpress.com

Loughies Bushland
Working bees held 1st  Saturday of the month 
9.30-12.30pm. Meet in Kubis Drv at the Main
Entrance.                                                 Carol:  9870 8126

First Friends of Dandenong Creek                        Barry:   9801 1628

Mullum Mullum Creek Bushcare Group            Alan:  98761319
                  0417541483

FJC Rogers Reserve                                               Jean:  9870 4132

Friends of Wombolano
Working bees held 3rd Sunday of the month     Mark/Merrilyn 9847 0618. 

Friends of Ringwood Lake
Working bees held first Monday of the month 
Meet at the Sound Shell at 10.00am   Des:         9879 4176

Friends of Andersons Creek                       Richard:    9876 5382

Friends of BJ Hubbard Reserve                             Kaye:      9879  8445

Ringwood Field Naturalist Club                            Peter:       9801 6946 

Croydon Conservation Society                            Keith:        9723 1806

Warranwood Reserve             Margaret: 9876 3094

Warrien Reserve               Keith         9723 4410
www.warrien.org

Yanggai Barring, Warranwood             Pat Black    9723 0036

Group Name Contact

Maroondah Environment Yahoo network
MaroondahEnvironmentNetwork@yahoogroups.com

LOCAL ENVIRONMENT/FRIENDS GROUPS

New CRISP WEBSITE
www.crispnursery.org.au
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
    Single:  $10 per annum

             FAMILY:  $15 per annum

   GROUP: $20 per annum

Name:  __________________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________

Contact:      Tel: ______________________ Email: _________________________________________________ 

NEWSLETTER OPTIONS:   I wish to continue receiving the newsletter by snail mail  q

                                                                      OR                 

                                        I wish to read the newsletter on the website                    q

 Please forward payment to: The Treasurer
      CRISP Nursery Inc.
      PO Box 706
      Heathmont, VIC 3135

      

Direct deposit to renew membership 
Can’t get to the nursery to pay cash?  

Don’t have a cheque book?  We are making it easier for you to 
renew by direct deposit.

BSB 033 044             Account No: 149422

Ensure you put your name in the details section so we can 
update your membership

Due on July 1st each year  
(For Members joining after March, your next subscription falls due the following year.)

What does your membership mean for you?  
Apart from helping support your local Indigenous plant nursery (run by volunteers), all plants are available to you at reduced 

rates (eg. tube stock will cost $1.25 instead of $1.75 and 150mm pots cost $3.50 instead of $5.00.)  
You are also helping to keep Maroondah’s local flora and fauna alive. 

Support CRISP  and help your local environment. 
Pay now (cheque, direct debit) or drop into the nursery. THANK YOU 

MEMBERSHIP FEES:    

(Please circle)

Subscriptions

Sending an email to the nursery when you make the 
deposit will ensure that your membership information 

is updated correctly.

PLEASE TICK √

(Notified by email)
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CRISP Nursery Newsletter

If undeliverable please return to:

CRISP Nursery
Box 706
Heathmont
VIC 3135

H.E. Parker Reserve


